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Dusty: A dream defe 


RICK STEAMBOAT 

Now competing in the new NAWA, 
“The Dragon” discusses his future 
with Wrestling 90 editors Eddie Ellner 
and Bill Apter 


rred 


RON GARVIN VS. 

JIMMY GARVIN 

What would happen if these brothers 
met each other in the ring today? Four 
experts analyze the bout and predict an 
outcome 


28 rear 


He’s one of the sport’s most grizzled 
veterans, but the former “King” is a 
man who insists he still has a lot to 
offer 


32 DUSTY AT THE 


CROSSROADS: 

HE MUST BEAT SAVAGE TO BE 
TAKEN SERIOUSLY AGAIN! 

The “American Dream” is charming 
fans with his new manager, Sapphire, 
but it isn’t helping his WWF status. He 
must down the “Macho King” to rees- 
tablish himself as a great wrestler 


B4can THEY EVER BE 
FRIENDS AGAIN? 

Hulk Hogan and The Ultimate Warrior 
were friendly rivals before WrestleMa- 
nia VI. Perhaps it’s not too late for their 
friendship to blossom again 


is tough road back 


Vicious: H 


SID VICIOUS HOSPITALIZED! 

“lM WINNING THE TOUGHEST 
BATTLE OF MY LIFE” 

When he entered the NWA, he took 
the federation by storm. Now, Vicious 
must work hard to come back from 
the worst injury of his career 


4.0) son0 BRAZIL—WRES- 
TLING’S FIVE-DECADE MAN 

There’s never been anyone else quite 
like him. Brazil’s career spans from the 
’B0s through to the ’90s. At this rate, it 
looks as if he may never retire! 


42 THE PRIVATE SIDE: 
BEYOND THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
Instead of profiling one superstar, we 
take a look at what nine famous wres- 
tlers do in their spare time 


QE, YOU DECIDE: IS TED DiBI- 
ASE’S “MILLION-DOLLAR BELT’ A 
VIABLE TITLE? 

Is this diamond-studded strap a worthy 
championship, or is it a meaningless 
bauble? Cast your vote today! 


DiBiase: Million-dollar mindset 
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OPENING BELL Se Eee 


Wi: OFTEN MARVEL at the staying power of professional wrestlers. Nolan 
Ryan is the oldest active baseball player. He’s 43. He was four years old 
when Bobo Brazil began his wrestling career! 

Yes, Bobo is still an active competitor. At 61, he’s not exactly in competition 
for a world title, but the mere fact that he can still get in there and fight . . . heck, 
could you imagine your grandfather being slammed to the mat? 

Two of the wrestlers featured in this edition of Wrestling 90—Brazil (page 40) 
and Harley Race (page 28)—began their careers more than a quarter-century 
ago. There are many active wrestlers whose careers have spanned two or three 
career-lengths of athletes of other sports. 

Some premier athletes who can enter the sport of their choosing pick wres- 
tling because of the number of years available to a career. Twenty years asa 
wrestler sounds a lot better than four years as a running back. But these people 
should be warned: For every Bobo Brazil or Harley Race, there is a Sid Vicious 
ora Sting. 

Vicious is a young man who had toiled in- smaller federations for a couple of 
years before finally making it to the big-time NWA. With his partner, Dan 
Spivey, and in spite of the management of Teddy Long, Vicious was on the 
verge of cementing a position among the sport's elite. Read the story by David 
Rosenbaum on page 36 and see what happened to those plans. 

Sting, with a pay-per-view shot at NWA World champion Ric Flair just weeks 
away, suffered a career-threatening knee injury (see “This Just In,” page 66). 

Vicious’ punctured lung and Sting’s ruptured patella might be considered 
fluke injuries, but they didn’t occur while these guys were doing gardening 
around their houses. The factis, wrestling is a violent sport, and wrestlers put 
their bodies and careers on the line every time they come in contact with other 
wrestlers—or cages, or scaffolds, or barbed wire. There are a lot more wrestlers 
whose careers have been cut short in less than two years than there are wres- 
tlers whose careers have extended 20 years and beyond. 

It’s a sad fact that most people who are fortunate enough to become profes- 
sional athletes are ill-prepared to do anything else. Surely, there are wrestlers 
currently competing who think that because so many of their colleagues were 
able to make a lifelong career in this sport, they will be able to do the same. It 
just doesn’t work that way. There are too many factors that dictate steep odds to 
the contrary. 

First, you have to be good enough to be able to compete with younger, stron- 
ger men. Bobo Brazil could do it, and Harley Race could do it. But these are hall 
of famers. Second, you have to be mentally tough enough to live the wrestler’s 
life of travel, long separations from families, and constant pain. Third, you have 
to be fortunate enough to sidestep debilitating injuries. All wrestlers know they 
are going to suffer injuries, but few recognize the very real possibility that they 
could suffer a career-ending injury. 

Hopefully, Vicious and Sting will come back and enjoy the lengthy careers of 
Brazil and Race—if that’s what they choose. Hopefully, the choice will be theirs. 
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THE BEST IN 
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ag 


#1 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ’88 
The Price For Freedom 


Controversy reigned supreme 
during the annual summer 
Bash tour as Ric Flair and 
Lex Luger went at it in Balti- 
more. Also: Rhodes vs. Wind- 
ham for U.S. title; triple-cage 
“Tower of Doom’”’ featuring 
Russian Assassin |, lvan Ko- 
loff, Perez, Rotundo, & Sulli- 
van vs. Road Warriors, Gar- 
Vins, & Williams; Fantastics 
vs. Midnights; Blanchard & 
Anderson vs. Nikita Koloff & 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ’89 
The Glory Days 


Revenge was the theme of 
the 1989 Bash as NWA 
champ Ric Flair came back 
from a broken neck to wrestle 
former champ Terry Funk, 
and U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battled Rick Steamboat. 
Also: Sting vs. Muta; War 
Games; a battle of wits turns 
to a battle of fists as Paul E. 
Dangerously rumbles with 
Jim Cornette; plus much 
more. 


Sting. $39.95/120 Min./Turner 
$39.95/126 Min./Tumer Home Entertainment 
Home Entertainment 

#4 GOLDEN #5 GOLDEN 

AGE OF AGE OF 

WRESTLING WRESTLING 

Volume 2 Volume 1 


Turn back the calen- 
dar to the '50s and 
"60s and relive those 
legendary matches of 
yesteryear. See all- 
time wrestling greats 
Gorgeous George, 
Antonino Rocca, Hans 
Schmidt, The Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos, and 
more. 

$19.95/60 Min. 
B&W/Video Late 
Show 


More sensational ac- 
tion from the forma- 
tive glory years of the 
sport. Rare and sel- 
dom-seen footage in- 
cludes legendary stars 
Bobo Brazil, The 
Sheik, and many 
more. 

$19.95/60 Min. 
B&W/Video Late 
Show 


Music City Showdown 
Ric Flair's courageous effort 
in regaining the NWA belt 
from Rick Steamboat on May 
7, 1989, in Nashville was 
voted Match of the Year— 
some Called it the Match of 
the Decade! Also on this 
memorable card, Lex Luger 
battles Michael Hayes; Road 
Warriors clash with Mike Ro- 
tundo & Steve Williams; and 
more. 

$39.95/125 Min./Tumer 
Home Entertainment 


#6 MONSTERS 
OF THE MAT 


Volume 7 
Hosted by Set. 
Slaughter, mat fans 
will experience action 
like never before! Get 
your ringside seat for 
all the spills and 

. thrills as Ted DiBiase 
takes on Magnum 
T.A.; The Sheepherd- 
ers & Jack Victory 
meet The Fantastics 
& Terry Taylor; and 
Brett Sawyer battles 
Gustavo Mendoza. 
$39,95/62 Min. 
U.S.A Sports Video 


#7 
| STARRCADE 
1°87 


The hottest 
Thanksgiving 
= Day in Windy 
City history! 
i ao CAGE MATCH 
“at zi Flair challenges 
Pee ee ~NWA champ 
Ronnie Garvin; 
Dusty Rhodes takes on U.S. 
champ Lex Luger. PLUS: Road 
Warriors vs. Blanchard & Ander- 
son; Koloff vs. Taylor; Rock 'n' 
Rolls vs. Midnights on a scaffold; 
Williams vs. Windham; Garvin, 
Hayes, & Sting vs. Gilbert, Zbys- 
zko, & Steiner. 


$39.95/126 Min./Turner 
Home Entertainment 


#8 STARRCADE ’86 


The Sky-Walkers 

So big it had to be held in two lo- 
cations—The Omni in Atlanta 
and the Greensboro Coliseum in 
North Carolina. Highlights in- 
clude: NWA champ Ric Flair vs. 
Nikita Koloff; Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a scaffold; ‘‘First 
Blood" match—Rhodes vs. Blan- 
chard; Ron Garvin vs. Big 
(Bossman) Bubba; Rock 'n’' Rolls 
vs. Andersons in cage; Jones vs. 
Valiant—hair vs. hair. 
$39.95/90 Min./Turner 

Home Entertainment 


#9 STARRCADE ’88 
True Gritt 


The sixth annual Starrcade event, 
the first under the Ted Turner 
banner, thrilled a sellout crowd at 
The Scope in Virginia. Featured: 
Lex Luger's challenge of Ric 
Flair; Road Warriors vs. Sting & 
Rhodes; Windham vs. Bigelow; 
Rotundo vs. Rick Steiner; Mid- 
nights vs. Midnights; and more. 
$39.95/125 Min./Turner 

Home Entertainment 
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THRILLERS: Ric 


FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them fo: Feedback; Wrestling 90, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


WHO’S PROTECTED? 

The article by Craig Peters in the 
Spring 1990 issue (“The Evolution Of 
The Champion: What Will The ’90s 
Bring?”) made me laugh. What Bob 
Backlund said was not true at all. He 
said Hogan was the most protected 
champion in history. No way, Bob; just 
take a look in the mirror and you'll see 
the most protected champion. 

No way could you have defeated 
some of the men you went up against 
if the referees hadn’t protected you. I 
saw you on several TV matches and 
wondered why the ref let you get 
away with the chokehold you called 
the chicken-wing. You only won the 
WWF title because Billy Graham got a 
little careless. 

You shouldn't call Hogan a protect- 
ed champion when it was just as bad 
with you during your championship 
days. 

RAY POWERS 
S. New Berlin, NY 


PHILLY FANATICS 
In your “Interview '90” with Brian 


Pillman (Spring 1990), Pillman made a gob Backiund defended the WWF title against Hulk Hogan in 1981, Reader 


Ray Powers charges that 


point when he said “Philadelphia fans Backiund was a much more protected champion than Hogan has been. 


FOREIGN OBJECTS: IT’S TIME TO STOP THE MADNESS 


By Kurt W. Schulz 


Having been an avid wrestling fan for many years, I 
believe I speak for the majority of fans when I say that 
the federations must crack down on the blatant and ille- 
gal—as well as potentially lethal—use of foreign objects. 

But wait, you may say, foreign objects are and always 
have been a part of pro wrestling. True, but never before 
have they been so prevalent as they are now. Not only 
are they used by milebreakers, but by fan favorites as 
well. 

Let us examine a few cases in point. First, there was 
SummerSlam ’89, where Hulk Hogan used a loaded purse 
belonging to Sensational Sherri to kayo Zeus and score 
the pin. This should not have happened for several rea- 
sons, the main one being that Hogan is supposedly 
above such tactics. The referee, or federation officials, 
could have confiscated the purse. 

Another annoying and potentially dangerous mule in- 
fraction is the use of various colored mists, fogs, and 
sprays to blind and injure opponents. This tactic is most 
commonly used by The Great Muta. The most startling 


aspect of this is the fact that many times it happens right 
in front of the referee! And even if he doesn’t see it, 
there are always video replays he can watch. 

By far, though, the worst and most common foreign 
object is not even evident to many fans and officials until 
it has already been used. I’m talking about objects that 
are smuggled into the ring. God only knows how many 
titles, careers, and matches have been ruined by the use 
of a foreign object hidden in the tights. A perfect exam- 
ple of this is how Jerry Lawler used an object to win the 
World Class (now USWA) title from Kerry Von Erich at 
SuperClash II. 

The federations that allow the most infractions are the 
WWF and the NWA. If they don’t stop these blatant 
violations and promote more effective legislation against 
the use of foreign objects, the sport will only become 
worse for it. 


(The writer is a wrestling fan from Benton Harbor, 
Michigan) 


Each issue, Wrestling 90 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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do some strange things.” I was at 
“Halloween Havoc ’89,” and I admit 
we tend to favor rulebreakers. For ex- 
ample, there was the match pitting 
The Dynamic Dudes against The Free- 
birds. We hate the Dudes as much as 
we hate Hulk Hogan, but that doesn’t 
mean we like The Freebirds. If they 
had wrestled The Midnight Express, 
the ’Birds would have been booed. 


"a , as 
Brian Pillman got a hard time from Philadelphia 
fans, but he shouldn't worry about it, writes 
Sandy Robinson, 

With Brian, the majority of the Philly 
fans think of him as a pretty boy. Two 
years ago, they thought the same thing 
about Sting and Lex Luger. There 
were Pillman fans there; you just 
couldn’t hear them. 

Don’t worry, Brian, when Philly gets 
to know you better, the pretty-boy im- 
age will drop. You may still get 
booed, but that’s Philly. We're an ag- 
gressive city and we like aggressive 
wrestlers. You'll still have your “Air 
Pillman” fans here. 

Maybe that’s why they don’t serve 
beer at our football games anymore. 

SANDY ROBINSON 
Philadelphia 


THE OTHER HOGAN 

I must take exception to Cathy 
Shears’ letter in your Spring 1990 issue 
(“What Sets Hogan Apart?”). Ms. 
Shears contends that Hulk Hogan is 
the greatest thing ever to happen to 
wrestling. Considering the sad state of 
the sport today, this is not much of a 
compliment. 

Ms. Shears seems to have forgotten 
that the “Hulkster” was once one of 
the worst milebreakers wrestling has 
ever seen. Even today he resorts to 


FEEDBACK 


mulebreaking, but gets away with it be- 
cause he is so popular. 

I must agree with David 
Rosenbaum’s claim that there is noth- 
ing special about Hogan. What does 
set Hogan apart from the rest of the 
crowd is that the fans are so stupid 
they think muscle can replace brains. 
Hogan continues to break mules, but 
that’s okay because he is the 
“Hulkster” and the fans adore him. Let 
Randy Savage do half the things Ho- 
gan gets away with, and everybody 
screams bloody murder. Hogan 
should be banned from wrestling. 

Ms. Shears further claims that Hogan 
has starred in movies. This also is not 
a very good compliment. No Holds 
Barred is not only the worst wrestling 
movie I have ever seen, but it is the 
worst movie I’ve ever seen. 

It's high time you guys out there re- 
alize that Hogan is not God’s gift to 
wrestling. He is nothing more than a 
balding, overweight egomaniac who 
only cares about making an easy 
buck. 

BRIAN VAVREK 
Phoenix, AZ 


AN INSPIRATION 
I want to tell you how much I en- 
joyed your interview with Ric Flair in 
the Winter 1989 issue. I want to relay a 
message to Ric Flair. The message is, 
“thank you for retuming to the ring.” 
The reason I say “thank you” is be- 
cause I got a serious back injury short- 
ly before Mr. Flair did. I was very de- 
pressed and ready to give up. 
However, when I saw Flair retwmn to 
the ring last July 23 in Baltimore, it 
inspired me to work even harder. 
Today, I have 90 percent of my 
movement, strength, and mobility 
back. This is because I continued 
treatment. Again, thank you, Ric Flair. 
JOY KIDD 
Solon, OH 


TOTAL FAILURE 

This is in response to Scott O’Neill’s 
letter (‘‘Luger’s Destiny,’ Spring 1990 
“Feedback”) about the Winter 1989 
“Crossfire” interview with Lex Luger. 

Are you nuts? If you think Luger can 
beat Ric Flair for the NWA World title, 
then why didn’t he do it at Starrcade 


Ric Flair will always beat Lex Luger, in reader 
Jessica Forde’s opinion. 

’88 when he had the chance? Also, 
have you forgotten what happened at 
Clash of the Champions IX, when 
Luger attacked Sting and Flair with a 
chair? 

From mid-1988 through early 1989, I 
thought Luger was the man to beat 
Flair, but he’s had it. He can cry all he 
wants, but he will never be able to 
beat Flair, no matter how many title 
shots he gets. 

JESSICA FORDE 
Norfolk, VA 


FREEBIRD FOREVER 

Even though Terry Gordy is not cur- 
rently wrestling with his old Freebird 
mates, Michael Hayes and Buddy Rob- 
erts, he will always be a true Freebird. 


Michael Hayes (right) should have never left the 
original Fabulous Freebirds, writes Henry Owen. 
Throughout the 1980s, The Fabulous 
Freebirds were the dominant tag team 
in the sport. Their battles with the Von 
Erichs are still being talked about 
down here in Texas. 

Jim Garvin is a fine partner for 
Hayes, but it still doesn’t feel right. I'd 
rather see Michael wrestling with 
Gordy or Roberts. With either man, 
Hayes would have a much better shot 
at a tag team title. Even though Garvin 
has been a world tag champion in two 
federations (AWA and NWA), Hayes is 
always better off with one of the 


originals. 


HENRY OWEN 
Houston 0 
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THE “HULKSTER” GETS 
CLOBBERED! 

Imagine Hulk Hogan being manhan- 
dled throughout the course of a match 
by a huge, muscular adversary (no, not 
Zeus). Imagine Hogan putting a re- 
verse bearhug on his foe that had no 
effect whatsoever, Worst of all, imag- 
ine Hogan losing the bout by being 
thrown through the roof of the arena! 

Ridiculous? Well, it happened ... at 
least in the fertile minds of the editors 
of the Marvel Comics Group. In issue 
number 45 of Marvel Comics Presents, 
released in February, a character that 
uncannily resembled WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan took on the In- 
credible Hulk—the huge creature that 
was belted by gamma rays to become 
one of the fiercest man-monsters in the 
history of comics. 

The story, written by Peter David 
with art by Herb Trimpe, was entitled 
“The Main Event,” and it was a battle 
worthy of any WrestleMania. In the 
beginning of the story, a blond wres- 
tler named “The Hulk” easily defeated 
a masked contender by tossing him 
headfirst into the mat. When the ring 
announcer proclaims Hulk the victor, 
the real Hulk—the large, radioactive 
kind—was angered because someone 
else was using his name. The gray- 
skinned Hulk stormed out of the audi- 
ence and challenged the wrestler to a 
match. 

When the opening bell rang, it 
tumed out to be a one-sided match of 
the worst kind. Hogan ran toward the 
Hulk and rammed his shoulders into 
Hulk’s midsection at top speed, but 
the impact of the blow did not faze the 
monster. Hogan then tried to subdue 
his foe by bearhugging him from be- 
pai but couldn’t budge the massive 


othe Hulk then lifted Hogan by the 
seat of the trunks and hurled him into 
the tumbuckle with a Krunch! Hulk 
then proceeded to throw Hogan 
around like a rag doll, all the while 
insulting the champion. 

“I've seen your posters,” taunted 
the Hulk. “T've seen your videos. I've 
seen your stupid cartoon show. I've 
seen enough!” 

With that, Hulk jumped on Hogan 
with both feet and a Boomphi!, then 
kicked him across the ring with a 
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Klud! The worst moment for Hogan 
came next, as Hulk picked him up by 
the ankle, swung him around in the 
air, and threw him straight up and 
through the roof of the arena! Hogan 
flew several miles through the air and 
landed in the living room of an un- 
lucky fan who happened to be watch- 
ing the bout on television at the time! 

How could the maniacs at Marvel 
get away with throwing the “Hulkster” 
around like this? Perhaps part of the 
answer lies in the fact that the name 
‘Hulk Hogan” is a trademark of the 
Marvel Comics Group. 


STUDD RETURNS 

The past few months have seen 
some hard times for many indepen- 
dent federations. Within three months, 
the Continental Wrestling Federation, 
Atlantic Coast Wrestling, and Stam- 
pede Wrestling in Calgary all closed 
up shop. Bravely, a new promotion is 
starting up in hopes of gaining a fan 
base in the southeastern U.S. 

The North American Wrestling As- 
sociation had its first television taping 
on February 9 in Greenwood, South 
Carolina. This new organization, head- 
ed up by John Ringley and George 
Scott, offers an intriguing mixture of 
up-and-coming young stars like Vince 
Torrelli and seasoned veterans such as 
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“Cowboy” Bob Orton, Rick Steamboat, 
and The Nasty Boys. The NAWA is 
looking to promote cards from Virginia 
through Florida. 

One of the most interesting signings 
for the new promotion has been “Big” 
John Studd, the former WWF mainstay 
who left the federation last surnmer. 
Studd has been largely inactive since 
that time, but is looking at the NAWA 
to be his springboard to bigger and 
better things. 

“T’m in better shape now than I've 
been in years,” said Studd, an ex-rule- 
breaker who wrestled as a fan favorite 
during his last WWF stint. “I really 
think that I wrestled better during the 
last few months of my WWF tenure 
than at any other time in my career. I 
was bigger, faster, and stronger. May- 
be that’s why Andre the Giant didn’t 
want to have anything to do with me.” 

Studd got into a scuffle with the 7’5” 
French giant at WrestleMania V last 
year. Studd was the special referee for 
a match between Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts and Andre, and Andre blast- 
ed Studd after the 6°10” wrestler dis- 
qualified him. It looked for all the 
world that a resumption of the classic 
Studd-Andre feud was about to unfold, 
but... 

“IT wasn’t about to let that happen 
again,” insisted Studd. “For years, it 


seemed like the only man I ever wres- 
tled was Andre the Giant. While other 
less talented wrestlers got all the title 
shots, I would end up meeting that 
guy in singles matches, six-man match- 
es, and other kinds of bouts. To tell 
you the truth, I got really sick and 
tired of seeing that guy’s ugly mug 
staring at me every night.” 

Studd claims he’s excited about the 
NAWA because it will give him an 
opportunity to go after titles once 
again. 

“My main goal is the NAWA cham- 
pionship,” said Studd eamestly. “I’ve 
been promised that if I come up with 
a good wor-lost record, I'll be given 
tile opportunities based on merit. 
That's all I can ask of any organization. 
I’m sure the fans will agree, once they 
see the talent in the NAWA, that this 
federation will be as competitive as 
any other in the sport.” 

One intriguing matchup that’s possi- 
ble is Studd against Steamboat. Would 
the burly giant be interested in tying 
up with “The Dragon’? 

“That would be something, wouldn't 
it?” laughed Studd. “The best big man 
in the sport against the best little man 
anywhere. Who would win? Hey, I 
don’t wanna get myself in trouble. 
Let's just say it would be a real excit- 
ing match.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

Brian Pillman and Tom Zenk won 
the revived United States tag team title 
by defeating Jim Garvin and Michael 
Hayes in a tournament final on Febru- 


Brian Pillman avoids Michael Hayes’ charge. 
Pillman and Tom Zenk beat Hayes and Jim Garvin 
in a toumey final to win the U.S. tag team title. 
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Big John Studd is back in the sport, wrestling in the newly formed North American Wrestling Associa- 


tion. Studd has speculated about a match with Rick Steamboat, also a NAWA competitor. 


ary 12 in Rainsville, Alabama. Pillman 
pinned Garvin with a flying bodypress 


off the top tumbuckle ... Veteran Jap- - 


anese legend Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba 
made a non-wrestling appearance at a 
WWF card in Phoenix, Arizona, on 
February 13. At first, it looked like 
Baba and Andre the Giant would 
square off, but the two seven-footers 
ended up shaking hands ... Pat Ta- 
naka and Akio Sato, now dubbed The 
Orient Express, are wrestling in the 
WWF, as is former Stampede North 
American champion Steve DiSalvo .. . 
Veteran East Coast independent star 
Sweet Daddy Falcone has invaded the 
USWA and CWA ... The WWF will 
team with the New Japan and All-Ja- 
pan federations for a massive card on 
April 10 in Tokyo. At press time, the 


main event was scheduled to be 
WWF World champion Hulk Hogan 
taking on Terry Gordy; other stars 
scheduled to appear were Randy 
Savage, Genichiro Tenryu, Andre the 
Giant, The Ultimate Warrior, and 
Jumbo Tsuruta .. . The first New York- 
area NWA wrestling event in over two 
years has been scheduled for April 26 
at the Byrne Meadlowlands Arena in 
East Rutherford, New Jersey. 


THE LAST WORD 

NWA television commentator Jim 
Ross sums up the mental outlook of 
Rick Steiner quite succinctly. “Steiner 
is the NWA’s version of peanut brit- 
tle,” said Ross on a recent edition of 
World Championship Wrestling on 
SuperStation TBS. “He’s half nuts.” 0 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


TYSON’S LOSS IS 
WRESTLING’S GAIN 


HO EVER THOUGHT Mike Tyson would one day 

provide a service to professional wrestling? Boxing 
and wrestling have never blended well to either’s bene- 
fit, but they have this time ... and under the most ex- 
traordinary circumstances. 

When Tyson was knocked out by Buster Douglas in 
early February, Evander Holyfield lost his payday with 
Tyson, George Foreman took a step backward on the 
line of title contenders, Don King whistled “Dixie,” and 
Vince McMahon saw his grand scheme go right down 
the Tokyo sewer system. 

Hulk Hogan vs. Randy Savage with Mike Tyson as 
special guest referee. That was to be the main event for 
The Main Event on NBC-TV in late February. The promo- 
tional idea was simple: Hogan, the invincible wrestler, in 
the same ring with Tyson, the invincible boxer. Would 
they have a confrontation? 

It doesn’t matter now. By the time this magazine ap- 
pears on the newsstands, you'll already have the answer. 
But it's interesting to note how Tyson’s Tokyo loss to 
Douglas was, in fact, good for wrestling. 

Why? Well, the very idea that a boxer is needed to 
promote a wrestling match is an affront to the prestige of 
our sport. Wrestling doesn’t need another sport to make 
it better, although promoters have always tried to bring in 
outsiders. Usually, the match has no more appeal than it 
would without the outsider. 

Hogan vs. Savage with Tyson, however, was different. 
Tyson appearing anywhere was big news; now that he’s 
just an ordinary man, his appeal is significantly lessened. 
Now that he’s shown himself to be a big, bad crybaby, 
his aura has been thoroughly shattered. 

It’s interesting, still, to draw some parallels between 
Hogan and Tyson. 

@ When Hogan lost the title to Andre the Giant on a 
controversial count, he attacked the referee (who tumed 
out to be an imposter) and proved himself to be a very 
sore loser. When Tyson lost the title to Douglas, he 
crowed that he had already knocked out Douglas earlier 
in the fight and, therefore, was still the champion. 

®Hogan lost on a bad count. Tyson lost on a bad 
count. Hogan’s bad count was far more blatant. 

®The WWF World title was held up after Hogan lost 
to Andre, who gave the belt to Ted DiBiase. The WBC 
and WBA briefly held up the heavyweight title because 
of the controversy in Tokyo. 
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Boxing and wrestling have never been closer, but 
that’s where the problem starts. The WWF is a thriving 
business while boxing must rely on occasional, over- 
promoted “superfights.” Wrestling, and in particular the 
WWF, ushered in the pay-per-view era. Boxing, with its 
numerous ripoffs, has often threatened to usher it nght 
back out. 

That's why Tyson in the same ring with Hogan is alarm- 
ing. We, as wrestling people, don’t want to see the sport 
tied up with boxing. We don’t want people to make 
comparisons between wrestling and boxing. We want 
the sport to survive on its own, like it has for nearly 100 
years. 

There are some insiders who insist that McMahon's 
Hogan-Tyson ploy was nothing more than an attempt to 
boost ratings for the prime-time NBC show and, in tum, 
up the buy rate for WrestleMania VI. Maybe so. Still, 
boxing fans are boxing fans and wrestling fans are wres- 
tling fans, and if Tyson wasn’t going to be at WrestleMa- 
nia, boxing fans weren't going to buy the package. Now, 
Tyson at WrestleMania doesn’t mean very much at all. 

Interestingly, this aspect of Tyson’s stunning loss was 
overlooked by the mass media, which just loves to over- 
look wrestling. The mass media treats wrestling like it is 
a circus, but has there ever been a bigger sideshow act 
than Don King, Bob Arum, Mike Tyson, etc.? 

It’s a joke. 

McMahon, of course, fits right in with these clowns. 
He’s the megapromoter who will sell his sport right down 
the river for a few bucks. 

Fortunately, there are still promoters who avoid these 
promotional tactics, although their numbers are dwin- 
dling. I watched a replay of Clash of the Champions X 
and, at several points, thought I was watching the WWF. 

Money talks, the sport walks. 

Tyson’s loss saved us for the time being, but McMahon 
will be right back with another ploy. It’s something we, 
as wrestling fans, always have to look forward to. As long 
as there are TV sets to turn on and pay-per-view buy 
rates to pad, McMahon will always have something up 
his sleeve, 

And isn’t it only a matter of time before McMahon and 
Don King are walking hand-in-hand? O 


David Rosenbaum is the senior writer of this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Sir Oliver Humperdink 


“MY MEN ARE MORE 
AWESOME THAN EVER?’ 


OU PEOPLE HAVE never known me 

to lie, now, have you? Before you 
answer that question, look at the success 
my Samoans have been having in the 
NWA, then tell me I’m not the greatest 
manager you've ever seen. 

Yes, it’s tue, you didn’t see me with 
my men for a few months. But that was 
not a case of neglect. Periodically, 'm 
called away on urgent business. There 
were places to go and people to see. I 7 
had appointments all over the world with | 7 
all kinds of strange and unusual people 
whose identities I’m not at liberty to di- 
vulge ... not now, not ever. 

My purpose? To develop a stable that 
is unmatched in the wrestling world. Af- 
ter every trip, I bring back techniques 
and secrets that will make my men more 
awesome and indestructible than ever. 


I’m just doing what every manager worth Sir Oliver Humperdink manages three 
his salt should do. I take my responsibil- Samoans who are tough to beat. 


ities very seriously. 

After all, I'm the “Big Kahuna.” The Wild Samoans and 
The Samoan Savage have faith in me to deliver them to 
the pinnacle of success, both in singles and tag team 
competition. It’s like Fatu was saying to me the other day. 
“Boss,” he said, “you're the man to do the job. We trust 
you, brother. Don’t let us down!” 

How could I let these men down? Look at them. Fatu 
and Samu are undoubtedly the greatest Samoan tag team 
wrestling has ever seen. Or, should I say, they were a 
great team that needed the special guidance only I can 
provide. I don’t like to knock my colleagues in this sport, 
but the young man who managed them previously sim- 
ply didn't have the experience, the knowledge—the sea- 
soning, if you will—to lead them to the top. I will be that 
missing link that helps them bring home the gold. Of this 
I am certain, 

Then there’s The Samoan Savage, 280 solid pounds of 
destructive force. Savage possesses a vicious streak that 
frightens even me, and you know I don’t frighten easily. 
It doesn’t take that much to get this man angry. And 
when he gets really riled up, look out! That’s the best 
warming I can give to men like “Dr. Death” Steve Wil- 
liams. Now there's a man who thinks he can outwrestle 
the Savage. The mere thought of that makes me laugh. If 
Savage wanted to, he could eat Williams for brealefast. 
For now, he chooses to toy with him. When we decide 
that the bad doctor is becoming too much of a nuisance, 
we will deal with him promptly and efficiently. It won't 
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be a pretty sight. 
| At this point you may be thinking, /f 
| the Samoans are so great, Kahuna, why 
don’t they have any titles? A fair question, 
and one for which there is a simple an- 
")) swer: We're not getting any title matches. 

As I write this, that buffoon Rick Steiner 
! and his dimwitted brother Scott hold the 
World tag team title. They're fine wres- 
/») tlers; I'll grant them that much. But for 
some reason, these big, tough men are 
afraid to wrestle us. Of course, we 
» squared off at Starrcade ’89, but that was 
> because they had no choice. When we 
ask for a shot at the belts, they back off. 
What kinds of champions are they? 

And here’s a real travesty: We weren't 
even one of the eight teams in the re- 
cently concluded United States tag team 
tile tournament. Don’t ask me why. 
We've certainly proven ourselves worthy. 
The powers-that-be who drew up the 
brackets refused to include us. I've de- 
manded an inquiry into this situation, but it’s becoming 
obvious that we must take matters into our own hands. 

Brian Pillman and Tom Zenk have those U.S. belts now, 
and I laugh when I think about what my bigger, more 
powerful men will do to them in the ring. Pillman and 
Zenk like those high-flying moves, but the Samoans’ pow- 
er will be more than enough to offset that supposed 
advantage. When it comes to physical and mental tough- 
ness, no team can touch my Samoans, certainly not a 
couple of lightweights like Pillman and Zenk. I can just 
see those belts around the Samoans’ waists now. How 
they shine! 

However, that World title is really what we’re after. 
Men like Fatu and Samu will only settle for the best. That 
goes for Samoan Savage, too. He won't let up one bit— 
and I won't let him—until he’s crowned NWA World 
champion, Every once in a while, you see a man who 
has that unquenchable desire to overcome all obstacles 
in his path, who will not allow himself to be distracted by 
anything on this planet. Samoan Savage is that man. 
Where some see only an uncontrollable wildman, I see a 
true champion. 

Before I sign off, let me leave you with these thoughts. 
A lot of you refuse to take me seriously. I know; I hear 
you in all the arenas. Just remember this: When all three 
of my outstanding athletes possess the championship gold, 
you will finally realize that success takes many forms. And 
that’s a reality you had better learn to live with. | 


July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

—_ 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Tr 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories inciude: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 


December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include; Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories inciude: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolofts. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen, 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 


April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair, 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch, 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
one 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
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Don't miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


May 1988/Stories include; Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk, 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs, Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Uttimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham, 
wee 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
arriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan, 
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CROSSFIRE 


RICK STEAMBOAT 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Eliner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: Enter “The Drag- 
on.” I'd like to personally thank you, 
Rick, for taking time away from your 
busy schedule to join us on 
“Crossfire.” 

EDDIE ELLNER: I’m confused, 
Bill. 

BA: We know that. 

EE: “Crossfire” provides you and 
me the opportunity to interview 
wrestlers, correct? 

BA: We know that, too. 

EE: Not celebrities or gym owners 
or autograph peddlers. 

BA: Are you going to make a 
point, or will you just ramble like this 
for the entire interview? 


months ago. I knew he’d make a 

stink of it. 

EE: Ah, Rick, you're right: It’s no 
big deal. Ex-NWA champion caught 
selling autographs in small town 
plumbing supply store. 

RS: A blatant lie. I was nof selling 
my autograph. 

EE: Of course, it could just as well 
be: ex-wrestler found operating suc- 
cessful gym, or former grappler 
tumed househusband decides 
Clorox II works best on kid’s dirty 
laundry. Either way, you ain’t wres- 
tling, my friend, and you have no 
business in this magazine. 

BA: If you’d give him a chance to 
talk, then he would tell you that he 
certainly has been wrestling. 

EE: Has been? Did you say has- 
been, Bill? 

. RS: Bill’s right, Eliner. I’ve been 
very active these last few months. 
EE: That's no secret. You have 

your gym and your family, and you 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Rick ‘The Dragon” Steamboat has been 
tling for several independent promotions. 


must have writer’s cramp from sign- 
ing your name for all those desperate 
wrestling junkies. 

RS: Those are my fans. I take the 


BA: Rick, tell our readers about 
your current wrestling career. You've 
been staying away from the major 
federations, haven’t you? Do you 
have any plans to go back to the 
NWA? 

RS: Nothing in this business is 
etched in stone. I don’t have any 
immediate plans to return to the 
NWA, but if I made the decision to, 
I’m sure I could still beat Ric Flair. 


I've been competing for a few inde- 
pendent promotions in the Caroli- 
nas. I must tell you, it’s been a won- 
derful experience. 

BA: What are some of the differ- 
ences between the big and small 
Promotions? At this point in your ca- 
reer, with an NWA World title and a 
WWF Intercontinental title under 
your belt... 

EE: Don’t forget the Long Island 
Plumbing Supply title. 

BA: ... isn’t it difficult to wrestle 
for a smaller promotion? Haven’t you 
gotten used to the star treatment the 
big boys lavish on you? 

RS: I’m not going to say it isn’t 


(Continued on page 58) 
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“I don’t have any 
immediate plans to return 
to the NWA, but if | made 
the decision to, I’m sure I 
could still beat Ric Flair.’’ 
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The reason for Dino Bravo’s high rating in the 
strength category is ably demonstrated by his 
command here over The Ultimate Warrior. 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 90 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


DING BRAVO 


SPEED: During the early part of his career in the early "70s, Bravo was 
one of the quickest men in the sport. A purely scientific wrestler in those 
days, he would rely on dropkicks and other aerial maneuvers as an 
important part of his offensive arsenal. Today's Bravo doesn’t even seem 
like the same wrestler. Bulked up to a muscularly beefy 256 pounds, he 
has turned completely to power manuevers, and it has robbed him of.a 
great deal of his speed. His overall quickness isn’t bad, and he maneu- 
vers his mass around the ring quite well. But it’s safe to say C 
that Bravo is probably only half as fast as he once was. 


STRENGTH: This is an area where Bravo fares very well, but proba- 

bly not as well as he would like. His devotion to weight training has 

increased his upper body strength to a great degree, but he’s probably 

not even among the top five in power in the WWF. Several months ago, 

WWF World champion Hulk Hogan proved that he had more power, and 

the recent feud with The Ultimate Wamzior ultimately found Bravo waning. 

Against most grapplers, Bravo usually wins his matches with a crunching 

sideslam. But his claim as the “world’s strongest man” is B + 
based more on hyperbole than actual fact. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Bravo once teamed with technical 
masters such as Edouard Carpentier, and during the early part of his 
career he prided himself on displaying as much scientific wrestling ability 
as he could. The time Bravo best merged his increasing strength with his 
considerable knowledge of holds and maneuvers was probably when he 
was Canadian International champion during the mid-'80s. Although Bravo 
prefers a straightahead power style today, he still manages to keep his 
opponents subdued with armlocks and chinlocks. Although he often 
seems to try not to show it, Bravo is as well-rounded as any A 
active pro. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: The state of Bravo's body offers another 
paradox. He’s got an extremely broad set of shoulders and a pair of 
massively muscled arms, but his legs don’t offer nearly as much defini- 
tion. Plus, his bulbous midsection manages to stand out even among his 
other attributes. It’s clear that Bravo has been pushing a lot of weights in 
order to increase his upper-body strength, but that doesn't mean he’s in 
great shape. Bravo would appear to be better off losing B-— 
some weight, even if it means he loses a bit of power, too. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Bravo has managed to forge an excellent 
record in the WWF, and that’s because he sets a game plan and rarely 
strays from it. In a recent match against Hercules Hernandez, for example, 
Bravo started the match by working on his opponent's lower back, and 
he kept going after it throughout the match. Bravo is rarely outplanned 
during his matches, but for some reason he appears to be increasingly 
more dependent on his partner, Canadian Earthquake. B + 
This cuts his score by half a grade. 


OVERALL GRADE: A year ago, Bravo seemed on the verge of 
winning the WWF World title from Hogan, but he failed miserably during 
his attempts. More recently, the Canadian star challenged The Ultimate 
Wanrior for the Intercontinental championship, but again met with defeat. 
Bravo has amassed a good won-lost record against most WWF fan favor- 
ites, but can’t come close to breaking into the ranks of the titleholders. 
Something is missing here. Perhaps he follows the instructions of manager 
Jimmy Hart a little too closely. He’d be best off dropping B 
Hart and following his own path to the top. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


JIMMY 


vs. 


GARVIN 


WENTY-FIVE YEARS ago, Ronnie Garvin was pre- 

paring for his professional wrestling debut in Montre- 
al. He had been an amateur hockey standout and a fine 
Golden Gloves boxer, but always hoped for a career in 
wrestling. As did his younger brother, Jimmy. 

Twenty-five years ago, Jimmy Garvin watched as his 
older brothers, Ronnie and Terry, readied themselves for 
the pro rings. A fine high school wrestler, Jimmy’s pro 
debut wouldn’t come until four years after Ronnie’s. But 
he couldn't even begin to hit his wrestling stride until he 
mastered the psychological and tactical sides of the 
game—which he did in 1973 and ’74 as Ronnie and Ter- 
ry’s manager. 

As close as two brothers in the same volatile profession 
can be, Ronnie and Jimmy made an early decision to go 
separate ways to a common goal. 

In the mid-’70s, Jimmy attained his first real fame as a 
fan favorite in Florida under the tutelage of Dusty Rhodes. 
He tured rulebreaker under the management of J.J. Dil- 
lon, who gave him his “Gorgeous” nickname. He wres- 
tled extensively in Florida, Georgia, and Texas. In late 
1984, Jimmy traveled to the AWA, where he immediately 
became a top contender to Rick Martel’s AWA World 
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GARVIN 


title. He attained his first world title on September 29, 
1985, when he and Steve Regal dethroned The Road 
Wamiors for the AWA World tag team title, a reign that 
lasted four months. A subsequent stint in the NWA saw a 
reconciliation with his brother in early 1987. Today, Jim- 
my is hated again. A member of The Fabulous Freebirds 
with Michael Hayes, he held the NWA World tag team 
title for most of the latter half of 1989; regaining that title is 
his immediate goal. 

Like his younger brother, Ronnie also holds a tag team 
title victory over the Warriors: Ronnie teamed with Jerry 
Oates to defeat Hawk and Animal for the Georgia Nation- 
al tag belts on July 4, 1984. An accomplished singles 
wrestler, Ronnie realized his ultimate goal when he won 
the NWA World title from Ric Flair on September 25, 
1987. His reign lasted two months, and he was criticized 
for not defending the belt after claiming he was going to 
be “a working-class champion.” Today, Garvin competes 
in the WWF, where he is feuding with Greg Valentine. 

Who would win if these brothers were to meet and 
wrestle today? An interesting question to which our four 
experts provided equally interesting answers and 
analyses. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


MAGNUM T.A. 

There are a lot of brother combinations in 
this sport, but very few instances of brother 
feuds. Kerry and Kevin Von Erich never 
warred with each other. Neither did Jack and 
Jerry Brisco, Rick and Scott Steiner, Brad and 
Scott and Steve Armstrong, or Rick and Vic 
Steamboat. In fact, Dory Funk Jr. and Terry 
Funk are the only feuding siblings I can think 
of. 

1 don’t think Ronnie and Jimmy ever wres- 
tled each other—if they did, I don’t know 

about it—but I do know that they came close on a few occasions. Right 
after their falling out in 1974, for example, and later on in Montreal, 
somewhere around 1985, I believe. 

Back in 1986, I teamed with Ronnie, and we did pretty well. We got 
to the final round of the first Crockett Cup, but we got ousted by The 
Road Wanmiors, Still, I enjoyed competing with Ronnie, and I always felt 
I could call him my friend. 

Let me tell you something about Ronnie: He’s as determined and 
single-minded as they come in this sport. If “Hands of Stone” gets it in 
his head that he wants something, he'll hammer away until he gets it, 
and he won't think of quitting until the job is done. He did it with Ric 
Flair and the NWA World title back in '87, and he’s doing it now with 
Greg Valentine. 

Jimmy, well, I always felt he was more style than substance. Too 
much flash can cause a man to make mistakes. Wrestling is flash, that’s 
a fact of the sport, but look how many careers have been destroyed by 


If Ronnie sets his mind to winning, I’m quite certain he'd beat his 
brother handily. 

Magnum T.A. teamed with Ronnie Garvin to reach the final round 
of the 1986 Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team tournament, 


PRECIOUS 

There are certain truths in professional 
wrestling. One is that on any given night, any 
given wrestler can beat any other given 
wrestler. Another is that once you reach the 
upper echelons of the sport, all the competi- 
tors are about equally skilled; it then be- 
comes a matter of intangibles as to who will 
win any particular match. 

If ever there would be a match based on 

4 intangibles, a contest between Ronnie and 

Jimmy would be it. 

When I say intangibles, I'm talking about things like stamina, fan 
support, and, most importantly in this case, their relationship while 
growing up. I'd like to know when the match is going to take place: 
tight away or after the two had several months to train specifically for 
each other. That’s important here because Jimmy has been wrestling in 
tag team matches while Ronnie has been feuding singly with Greg 
Valentine. 

Believe me, there is a definite sense of gear-shifting from tag team to 
singles action. I think that would be a slight minus for Jimmy. Ronnie's 
feud with Valentine would be a slight plus, because he’s in a strong 
singles mode right now. 

Another important intangible to consider is, quite simply, age and 
experience. Ronnie is older, and an older brother has a certain bit of 
seniority, shall we say, over the younger brother. Two kids growing up, 
the older brother is going to push the younger around, that’s just the 
way it is. And those memories and tendancies die hard. Once a person 
establishes superiority over another, it tends to last forever. 

I know this is going to get be in trouble, but I have to be honest. I 
pick Ronnie. 

Precious, Jimmy Garvin's wife and valet, helped engineer the ear- 
Iy-1987 reunion between the two brothers. 
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JIM CORNETTE 

Ronnie Garvin vs. Jimmy Garvin? Brother, 
you might as well be talking about Bill 
Mulkey vs. Randy Mulkey, as far as I'm 
concemed. 

Here’s the story. Back in '87, my Midnight 
Express—‘Beautiful” Bobby and “Sweet” 
Stan, the human highlight film of professional 
wrestling—destroyed the Garvins in the sec- 
ond round of the 1987 Crockett Cup tag team 
tournament. So that tells you what I think 
about their skills. 

Jimmy, well, he attacked me in a dressing room in '87 when I threw 
fire at Ronnie, but I can forgive a little sibling defensiveness. He was 
only standing up for what he believed in, and at least he’s seen the 
errors of his ways since then. Right now, he and Michael Hayes are 
making a pretty good team. 

As for Ronnie, he tricked me into a steel cage match in '87. He 
knows I'm not a wrestler, and he sadistically beat me in less than two 
minutes. Sure, 1 admit it, but I'm not a wrestler. If Ronnie wants to claim 
victory over non-wrestlers, that’s his business. If he wants to go and 
dress in women’s clothes and call himself Miss Atlanta Lively"—which 
everyone remembers he did in '87, by the way—well, that’s his busi- 
ness too. 

But we're not here to talk about cross-dressing, we’re here to talk 
about professional wrestling, and what would happen if Ronnie and 
Jimmy squared off. Well, I have an idea what would happen: Jimmy 
would beat his brother with ease, that is if his brother decided to 
wrestle like a man and not like a transvestite. But like I said before, 
that’s Ronnie’s business. 

Jim Cornette managed his Midnight Express in matches against a 
Ronnie and Jimmy Garvin tag team in 1987. He also wrestled Ronnie 
Garvin in a one-on-one bout early that year. 


JIM ROSS 
> Whenever I look at a hypothetical contest 

\ such as this, I tend to fall back on the basics, 
look at the pure athletic skills of each com- 
; petitor, and make my analysis from that point 
of view. 

> Ronnie Garvin has a few boxing skills, 

which is why my colleague Gordon Solie 

christened him with the “Hands of Stone” 

: . name. That knockout punch is a dangerous 

\ = "weapon. I've seen it knock men out cold, 

and they never even saw it coming. It is also 
illegal, as are all closed fists in this sport. 

But you have to give Ronnie his due: He did defeat Ric Flair for the 
NWA World title, and that places him among the best wrestlers in this 
sport. I remember that match. It was a grueling steel cage affair, and I 
don't think I've ever seen Ronnie wrestle better. 

As for Jimmy, well, you’d have to look far to find anyone with as 
much of an ego or a level of arrogance as Jimmy possesses—although 
his Freebird partner, Michael “P.S.” Hayes, comes close, But that arro- 
gance disguises a considerable level of pure scientific wrestling skill. 
Jimmy was a standout in high school, and he hasn't forgotten his 
schooling in the basics. 

Jimmy's got a flashier style than Ronnie, and that tends to work to his 
psychological advantage against most of his opponents. But psychology 
flies out the window when its two men who know each other as well as 
these brothers do. 

Assuming that Jimmy can avoid an early disadvantage from Ronnie’s 
“Hands of Stone” knockout punch, and assuming he can marshall his 
amateur skills to keep his brother on the mat, he’d take the win after a 
grueling bout. 

Jim Ross, expert commentator in the NWA, has called the action 
for many matches involving both Ronnie and Jimmy Garvin. 
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“T find out about all the 
hot news before it’s 
announced on TV!” 


“It’s the best source for 
match results I’ve ever 
q*3 


seen: 
—G.P., Dallas 
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“There’s so much 

information in each 

issue, it’s 

unbelievable!” 
—S.M.,:New York 


“I got my Royal Rumble 
results just five days 
after the card!” 

—T.S., Boston 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly 
is the place to go for the most complete coverage of the sport 
available anywhere! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS 

Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh 
as can be. You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big 
match signings, the triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North America, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's 
Hot, Who's Not” columns, ‘Wrestler of the Week” and “Match of the 
Week” features, plus ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” a lively 
editorial, and even a “Fan of the Week” selection that features a 
photograph of a reader! You get all of this—each and every week!—in 
a bold newsletter format that keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 
news today! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you 
three big ways to save: 

© 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
© 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off ihe cover price 
© 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before you subscribe? No 
problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly 
hot off the press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to 
become a subscriber to wrestling’s fastest-growing phenomenon! 
(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-copy orders; offer limited 
to customers in the U.S. and Canada only.) 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(Check or money order 
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SCOREBOARD 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE vs. RICK MARTEL 


4 


Martel’s abdominal stretch is effective (left), but so is Beefcake’s sleeper (right) 


Whe is the most handsome wres- 
tler in the WWF? Many female fans 
prefer Rick Rude or Roddy Piper, 
but Brutus Beefcake and Rick Martel 
have been stealing a lot of their thun- 
der in recent months. And the feud 
between “The Barber” and “The 
Model” has resulted in one of the 
most evenly contested series of 
bouts seen in the WWF in years. 

Since joining Slick’s stable several 
months ago, Martel has chosen to 
wear an array of expensive clothes 
for impromptu modeling sessions 
during WWF cards. But Martel made 
the mistake of insulting Brutus Beef- 
cake from across the arena after 
“The Barber’ had won a match. In- 
censed, Beefcake left the ring, ran to 
the podium, and tried to attack Mar- 
tel. The Canadian star eluded Beef- 
cake’s grasp, but Martel had left be- 
hind an ultraexpensive designer 
trenchcoat and hat he had been 
displaying. 

Beefcake was not about to let this 
kind of opportunity go to waste. He 
used his barbering shears to slice 
both the hat and coat to ribbons. 


Martel was so angry that he had to 
be restrained by several referees 
and led back to the locker room. 
Beefcake’s decision to carve up Mar- 
tel’s garments was more than an in- 
sult to the “Model’” wardrobe—it 
was a declaration of war. 

That’s exactly what occurred when 
Beefcake locked up with Martel dur- 
ing one of their first bouts. As a for- 
mer AWA World champion, Martel 
is one of the most talented scientific 
grapplers in the sport. Beefcake 
came out brawling, but Martel decid- 
ed to confuse Beefcake by applying 
several on-the-mat holds to neutralize 
his foe’s fighting skills. 

The “new” Martel, however, 
proved that he’s turing into one of 
the nastiest players in the game. At 
one point, he locked Beefcake in an 
abdominal stretch, but he also 
reached for the ropes to try to add 
leverage to the hold. When the refer- 
ee forced Martel to break the hold, it 
gave Beefcake the opening he need- 
ed. He whipped Martel into the 
ropes and caught the rulebreaker 
with a high knee to the back, send- 


ing Martel to the mat. 

For several more minutes, Beef- 
cake pounded on Martel unmerciful- 
ly. The fans rose to their feet in ex- 
pectation as Beefcake clamped on 
the sleeperhold, his favorite finishing 
maneuver. It looked as if Martel was 
about to pass out, but he reached out 
and grabbed the ropes, forcing a 
break. 

Beefcake then tried to go for a 
small package on the weakened 
Martel, but he did it too close to the 
ropes. Martel reversed the attempt, 
got Beefcake into a pinning postion, 
and held on to the top rope for lever- 
age. The referee, busy looking at 
Beefcake’s shoulders, missed the in- 
fraction and counted to three, giving 
Martel an undeserved victory. Al- 
though Martel won, this battle did lit- 
tle to end the strife between these 


more concerned with settling this 
feud, which continues to rage on at 
WWF arenas around the country. 
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INTERVIEW 90 
HARLEY RACE 


As usual, it has been one of the more remarkable comebacks in wrestling history. But this is the way Harley 
Race’s entire career has been. Every time this outstanding competitor gets written off, he bounces back even 
stronger than he was before. Perhaps that, more than any other reason, is why this Kansas City, Missouri, 
native is known as one of the sport’s few genuine legends. 

A full-time pro since 1960, Race captured the NWA World championship an unprecedented seven times, 
the last time from Ric Flair on June 10, 1983, in St. Louis. Although he lost the belt back to Flair six months 
later, Race continued to be one of the hardest men to defeat in the NWA for two more years. In 1985, he set 
another significant record by capturing his seventh Missouri title from Jerry Blackwell; nobody has held that 
prestigious regional belt more times. Even those who hated his rulebreaking tactics admitted that Race was 
still one of the most formidable opponents a wrestler could face. 

Surprisingly, Race abandoned the Missouri belt to move on to the WWF, a move that shocked many of his 

longtime supporters. After all, it was “'late’’ in his career, and the WWF was stockpiled with top talent. Even 

though many said he would never last in the glitzy, colorful world of the WWF, Race became one of the top 
competitors there as well. He hired Bobby Heenan as his manager, and he became the “King,” adorned in a 


regal purple cape and crown. 


Amazingly, Race would go on to give WWF World champion Hulk Hogan some of his toughest title matches 
of 1987. Although he failed to win the World title, Race came closer to beating Hogan than most experts 
believed he would. Race held firm in the WWF’s top 10 until a ruptured intestine in May 1988 forced him out 
of action for more than seven months. This time, Race was surely finished. 

Again, the “experts” were wrong. Race returned to active competition at the Survivor Series on November 
24, 1989, shocking those that had written him off. Race was angered, however, by the fact that Heenan had 
reassigned the ‘‘King’”’ designation to Haku. Race wrestled the Polynesian star in quest of his crown at the 
Royal Rumble on January 15 last year, but a savage kick to the jaw ended that challenge. 


Race left the WWF soon afterward. 


This time, the experts insisted, Race was definitely through. But, as always, Race has had the last word. He 
has wrestled in several independent organizations over the past year, and has continued to amass an 
excellent won-lost record. And on January 6, Race defeated Miguel Perez Jr. for the WWC Caribbean title, 
the latest in a long line of championship triumphs for this veteran star. 
“Finished? Not by a long shot,” said Managing Editor Craig Peters, who traveled to Puerto Rico to speak 
with Race. “I’m really starting to think this man could go on forever. He’s in better shape than he’s been 
in years, and he seemed really anxious to get a lot of things off his chest.” 


WRESTLING 90: Harley, I’ve got to 
congratulate you on winning the Ca- 
ribbean title. You’ve really taken a lot 
of experts by surprise this time. A lot 
of people had assumed you had 
retired. 

RACE: Hey, that really makes me 
laugh. You know, I’ve had people tell- 
ing me that I’ve been over the hill 
since 1983, the last time that Ric 
Flair beat me for the NWA World title. 
| really don’t know what it is that 
makes people want to write me off 
the way they do. | realize that I’m not 
the youngest guy who’s active today, 
but who’s had more success than | 
have? Nobody. Everywhere | go, | 
win titles. I’m one of the most famous 


wrestlers in the world. My reputation 
speaks for itself. To tell you the truth, 
all this retirement talk is one of the 
reasons why | wanted to beat Perez 
so badly. Now, nobody takes me 
lightly. I'm a champion again. 

WRESTLING 90: That's true, and 
you surely haven’t lessened your 
rulebreaking tactics. In fact, many 
people are saying you’re rougher 
now than you’ve been in years. It 
looks like you haven’t changed a bit. 
RACE: Why should |? My style has 
been very good for me, so why would 
| want to change it? For years, peo- 
ple have been complaining about 
what | do in the ring, but | rarely get 
disqualified. Besides, | don’t know 


why anybody would want to gripe 
about what | do around here—not 
when there are people like Abdullah 
the Butcher and Chicky Starr running 
around. Those guys are really 
animals. 

WRESTLING 90: Your match against 
Perez was really surprising from the 
standpoint that you clearly dominated 
the man from the opening bell. Plus, 
you seem to have lost a lot of weight 
during the past six months or so. Is it 
because you're lighter that you've 
been able to rush back to the fore- 
front like you have? 

RACE: | don’t think that’s really the 
reason why I’m so successful now. | 
think it boils down to my being totally 
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Above: The wrestling world was shocked when word came out of Puerto Rico that Race had defeated 


ads PAR Sy 


Miguel Perez Jr. for the WWC Caribbean title. Bottom: Proving it was not a fluke, Race defeats Invader I. 


healthy again. You know, when | had 
that abdominal surgery back in 1988, 
it really did take a lot out of me for a 
long time. | was moving pretty slowly 
for a while, and | think | came back 
too soon. For instance, when | wres- 
tled Haku to regain my crown, | 
wasn’t ready for it, | don’t think. How 
could | let a guy like that pin me? If | 
was in top form, there’s no way he 
would’ve beaten me. I’d love to get a 
chance to meet that guy again. | 
guarantee you, the result would be 
different if | were to meet him again 
now. 

WRESTLING 90: What’s your im- 
pression of what’s going on in the 
WWF now? How do you feel now 
that Randy Savage is the ‘‘King” of 
the federation? 

RACE: | think it stinks. First of all, I'll 
never forgive Bobby Heenan for giv- 
ing the crown and robe to Haku in 
the first place. | mean, when | went in 
for my surgery, Heenan was acting 
like | had died or something, like it 
was impossible for me to make a 
comeback. Heenan immediately 
wrote me off, and that hurt. | worked 
hard to make the ‘‘King” designation 
a serious factor in the WWF, and 
they went ahead and took it away 
from me without my ever losing it. It 
was terrible. Maybe that’s why | 
rushed myself back into the sport. | 
really wanted that crown back. 
WRESTLING 90: But, as_ history 
shows, you didn’t quite get it. 
RACE: That’s true. When Haku beat 
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me, he did it fair and square. He hit 
me with that savate kick of his, and | 
never even saw it coming. But, like | 
said before, | could’ve beaten him if | 
was at full strength. Give me another 
chance, and you'll see what | mean. 
WRESTLING 90: Let’s get back to 
history, though. Haku was beaten for 
the crown by Hacksaw Duggan ... 
RACE: Now, there’s a disgrace to 
this sport. If you think back, | feuded 
with Duggan for almost a year in the 
WWF. He could never beat me for 
my cape and crown, although he 


bashed me with that 2 x 4 of his hun- 
dreds of times trying to win them. 
That big ape is one of the biggest 
enemies of my career, and there was 
no way | ever would have dreamed 
that he could ever become “King.” 
So what happens? They gave the 
crown to Haku, and that no-talent 
bum Duggan immediately wins it 
from him. Serves them all right. 
WRESTLING 90: After that, though, 
Duggan lost his crown to Randy Sav- 
age, who continues to hold it to this 
day. What kind of a “King” does he 
make? 

RACE: Terrible. | don’t even want to 
hear about these guys. As far as I’m 
concerned, there’s still only one 
“King” of the WWF, and you're talk- 
ing to him. All the others are just 
cheap imitations of my greatness. 
Look at Savage, for example. He’s 
jot to rely on his manager, Sensa- 
tional Sherri, and her lead-lined 
purse. | never had to rely on anybody 
to win. 

WRESTLING 90: Is that why you had 
Heenan in your corner? 

RACE: Hey, Heenan was a great 
manager when his head was into it. 
But you never saw him interfere on 
my behalf. | was always man enough 
to fight my own battles, just like | am 
now. 

WRESTLING 90: A lot of fans be- 
lieve that you tarnished your reputa- 
tion as a seven-time NWA World 
champion when you became the 
“King.” How do you react to that? 
RACE: Hey, if there was ever a man 


in this sport who deserved to be hon- 
ored on a daily basis, it was me. | 
dominated the NWA for almost a sol- 
id decade. If | wasn’t the champion, | 
would always be among the top con- 
tenders, or | would hold a regional 
belt like the Missouri title. | made the 
NWA what it is today. 

WRESTLING 90: It’s been a long 
time since you locked up with Flair. 
What are your impressions of him 
today? 

RACE: Look, you'll never hear me 
say too many bad things about Flair. 
He gave me some of the toughest 
title matches of my life, and he’s one 
of the few guys I’ve ever wrestled 
that could match me hold for hold. 
He’s one of the greatest technical 
wrestlers this sport has ever seen. 
But like most wrestlers, he has his 
share of flaws. Remember, I’m one 
of the few men that has pinned him 
to the canvas. When | look back at 
the height of our feud, | remember it 
as the peak of my career. I’m sure if 
you'd ask him about it, he’s respond 
the same way. 

WRESTLING 90: What about Flair to- 
day, though? Do you think you could 
win the NWA World title from him 
now? 


Race won his sixth and final NWA World title, 
defeating Ric Flair in St. Louis in 1983. Race 
doesn’t rule out one last try at the title. 


RACE: HARDLY OVER THE HILL 


When Harley Race left the WWF early in 1989, a lot of people in the sport 
assumed he had retired. Now, a lot of grapplers are discovering what Race 
has known all along: he’s still a very capable wrestler. 

“If he’s slowed down, he surely hasn’t shown it,” said Stevie Ray, a 
lumberjack during a January 25 match where Race took on the 330-pound 
Russian Brute in Kansas City, Kansas. ‘“‘He’s moving pretty quickly for a 
man with 30 years of experience, and he completely dominated the Brute 
during his match. It’s really thrilling to watch a legend like that in action. 
Every match is like a clinic in great wrestling.” 

Race and the Brute had engaged in a regulation match during December, 
but when they battled to a double-disqualification, WWA officials sanctioned 
the rematch under lumberjack rules. When the seven-time former NWA 
World champion threw the Brute out of the ring, Brute fell on top of Ray, 
and a fight started. After the lumberjacks threw Brute back in the ring, Ray 
got up on the ring apron and punched him. Race then snuck up on Brute 
and rolled him up for the pin. 

“The guy is just amazing,” said Mike George, another wrestler on that 
card. “Harley has been written off at least a half-dozen times, but he 
continues to beat everybody they throw in put in front of him.” 

Not the least of which was Miguel Perez Jr., who defended his WWC 
Caribbean title against Race on January 6 in San Juan. When the match 
began, Perez thought his youth would ensure him an easy victory. But when 
Race caught Perez in a small package to capture the title, a new chapter in 
the story of the legendary Race was written. 

“It's true—I didn’t take this challenge seriously enough,” said a somber 
Perez after the bout. “Now | know that Race is still a championship-caliber 
competitor. | will win the title back from him, but | also know I'll have to be 
at the top of my game to do it.” 

—Craig Peters 


RACE: (pauses) Hey, that’s a hell of 
a thought. Just think, if | beat him I'd 
be an eight-time World champion. | 
don’t know about that one. I'd have 
to get several months of training in, 
because Flair is one of the best-pre- 
pared competitors you'll ever see. 
Realistically, I’ve been out of the 
NWA for five years now, and it would 
be hard for me to just walk right in 
and challenge for the title. But given 
enough time, | think | could win it 
again. A great wrestler is always a 
great wrestler. That’s what separates 
a guy like me from some of the mus- 
cle boys that run around today. 
WRESTLING 90: Since you feel that 
way, what’s your opinion on the state 
of the sport today? How would to- 
day’s wrestlers compare to those 
who were champions when you were 
in your prime? 

RACE: First of all, there’s nothing 
wrong with guys who have a lot of 
stength. Look at Bruno Sammartino, 
for instance. There’s a guy who was 
as strong as a Greek god. But Bruno 
was still smart enough to study the 
technical side of the sport, and he 
had a wealth of real wrestling skills. | 
don’t know if a lot of the young guys 
today do that anymore. | mean, it 
seems like guys are getting bigger 
and stronger all the time. | wrestled 
The Ultimate Warrior while | was in 
the WWF, and there was an example 
of a guy with massive strength and 
Virtually no grappling knowledge 
whatsoever. He’s the Intercontinental 
champion now, but | don’t know how 
long he can last. Look at the facts. 
[Rick] Rude beat the guy for the belt, 
and he did it because he’s smarter 
than the Warrior is. As | mentioned, 
there’s nothing wrong with having a 
lot of strength, but you need the 
smarts to go with it, or you won’t last 
very long. 

WRESTLING 90: So what’s in the 
future for Harley Race? Will we soon 
hear that you’ve decided to hang up 
the boots for good? 

RACE: Don’t bet on it. Right now, 
I've got this Caribbean belt, and | 
intend to hang on to it for a long, 
long time. I’ve got some tough con- 
tenders, like Perez, Carlos Colon, 
and TNT, so it won’t be easy, but I'll 
do it. After that, who knows? Maybe 
the WWF hasn't seen the last of its 
true “King” yet. And if | was Flair, I'd 
keep one eye open at all times. You 
never know when | might challenge 
him again. After all, I’ve proven that 
I’ve still got what it takes. O 
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"HE MUST BEAT 
SAVAGE TO BE TAKEN 


SERIOUSLY AGAIN! 


Dusty Rhodes is one of the greatest wrestlers the sport has ever seen, but his 
recent antics in the WWF have been making a mockery of his career. 
There’s only one way for him to regain respect: He must defeat Randy 


By Andy Rodriguez 
EMEMBER THE good ol’ days, 
just a couple of years ago, 
when Dusty Rhodes made snide 
remarks about the World Wres- 
guumemeeen (ling Federation? What was it 
he said about the NWA being the home of 
real wrestling and the WWF being a 
circus? 

Now Dusty’s the clown! 

It didn’t take much, just Vince McMa- 
hon opening up his checkbook and pad- 
ding Dusty’s bank account. Rhodes sold 
his ego to the highest bidder, and sent his 
pride along with it. Plumber, garbage man, 
pizza delivery boy. The WWF got a lot of 
things, but it didn’t get a wrestler. 

He dresses up in a polka-dot wrestling 
outfit, dances around the ring with his 
overweight soul lady, Sapphire, and gener- 
ally makes a mockery of his own (once 
very substantial) wrestling ability. 

That joke who sings and dances in the 
ring is a three-time former NWA World 
champion, a former NWA World tag team 
champion, a two-time Wrestler of the Year, 
a two-time Most Popular Wrestler of the 
Year, and so much more. He was one of 
the most successful wrestlers that ever 
lived. He was tough and demanded 
respect. 

Enemies came after him and, when they 
stopped coming fast enough, Rhodes invit- 
ed them down with glee. That’s how tough 
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Savage, and do so decisively! 


Rhodes dares Randy ‘Macho King” Savage to do his dirty work (above), and Savage obliges 
(opposite page). Victories over Savage give Dusty respect as a wrestler. 


Dusty Rhodes was. 

But who would know it now? Perhaps 
the WWF aimed to make a mockery out 
of Rhodes’ non-WWF career and found a 
very willing victim. 

And yet, there’s hope for Dusty. His 
career doesn’t have to end in embarrass- 
ment. Heck, it doesn’t even have to end. 
His task—and, it now seems, he’s very 
willing to accept it—is to beat former 
WWF World champion Randy Savage. 


If not, his career will be reduced to a 
putrid polka-dotted parody of what it could 
have been. 

“A lot of wrestlers in the NWA hated 
Dusty because he was outspoken and al- 
ways wanted his way,” Nikita Koloff re- 
called, “but he had ability to back up his 
words. He was out of shape, but he could 
move like men half his weight. He was a 

(Continued on page 54) 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


ERHAPS IT WAS one’s realization 
of massive potential and the oth- 
er’s promise of massive potential that 
so intrinsically linked them. from the 
start. Even when The Ultimate Warrior 
was in the World Class. area, he was 
often referred to as the next Hulk Ho- 
gan. When the Warrior arrived in the 
WWF, his destiny: seemed assured. 
But they were never friends in the 
traditional sense, like the Warrior and 
Sting used to be friends, and like Ric 
Flair and Ole Anderson will always be 
friends. There was never a common 
bond that brought them close together. 


And yet, Hogan and the Warrior al- 
ways got along, as if they realized their 
goals were the same, and were to be 
achieved in the same straightforward, 
honest manner. Both stand as heroes 
to the fans and examples of the virtues 
of hard work. Both have » incredibly 
muscular bodies that almost seem too 
spectacular to be human. 

They are superhumans, to be sure, 
yet they. are hindered by the same base * 
qualities that have always riddled mere 
mortals: ego, jealousy, and the un- 
quenchable desire to be the best. 

They teamed occasionally, but gen- 
erally kept their distance from one an- 
other. Each had a job to do. They 
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History says they’! 
Common sense say 
can be reforged. TI 

many factors influ 

the “Hulkster” ar 
- Warrior, but for | 
friendship is. 
elusive goal 


defended their respective champion- . 


ships—Hogan the WWF World, Warrior » 


the Intercontinental. The superstar of 
the present and the” superstar of the 
future. 

When their feud began, everybody 
was startled. 

But how could anybody have been 
surprised? ‘ 

kok k 

History teaches us lessons. .These 
are the lessons regarding Hulk Hogan: 

His friends, once enemies, eventual 
ly become enemies again.. Usually, the 
former friends claim Hogan used them 


- and refused to grant them title shots. 


Stay apart. 
san 


The former friends put up-a gargan-— 


tuan effort against Hogan and come 


- close’ to victory at the start, oy to fall 
. Short in-the end. | « 


alliance’ 


The former friends never recover 
their confidence and start an 
inexplicable downward career spiral. 


_ Paul Orndorff, Randy Savage, Andre 


_ the Giant. There are others, but these 


three are the most notable examples of 


. what happens when — friends tum — 
against Hogan. Failure, disguised | as 


success, sadly greéts them at the door. 

“It's because Hogan’s so. tricky,’’ 
Orndorff said: ‘‘He psychs you out with 
his friendship, then gets you so mad 
that, by the time you come to your 


senses and turn against him, it's too . 


late. Having a goal is one thing, but to 
be obsessed with something is another. - 
Hogan gets you to the obsession paint, 


- and that’s too much.’ ~ : 
Continued on page 50) 


_They~ never rekindle their friendship _ 
_with the “Hulkster.’’ 
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“I'm Winning The Toughest 
Battle Of My Life” 


HE ROAD WARRIORS win the Iron Team 
competition at Starrcade ’89. 

Sid Vicious sits home. 

Teddy Long makes ‘‘Mean” Mark Cal- 
lous the newest member of The 
Skyscrapers. 

Sid Vicious sits home. 

The Skyscrapers humble the Warriors at Clash of the 
Champions X. 

Sid Vicious sits home. 

The NWA puts the U.S. tag team title up for grabs in 
a tournament. 

Sid Vicious sits home. 

Sid Vicious sits home. Sid Vicious sits home. Sid 
Vicious sits home. 

“l can’t take this anymore!” Sid Vicious screams out, 
the walls of his home shaking from the vibrato of his 
voice. 

Home is no place for Sid Vicious. 


he hospital is no place for Vicious, either, 
but that’s where he found himself for near- 
ly two weeks in early January. Sidelined 
since late November with a collapsed lung, 
Vicious had no choice but to follow doc- 
tors’ orders and undergo an operation on 
January 4. 

“| had never been operated on before, and it scared 
me real bad,” Vicious said. “The operation was real 
painful; afterward, they had to give me morphine every 
15 minutes.” 

Vicious first started experiencing lung pain on No- 
vember 15 after he and Dan Spivey—the original Sky- 
scrapers—wrestled Rick 
and Scott Steiner on the 
NWA’s Clash of the Cham- 
pions IX—“New York 
Knockout” card in Troy, 


A collapsed lung would sideline most athletes 
forever, but Sid Vicious isn’t like most _ 
athletes. Following a serious and painful _ 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


match, but | couldn’t take the pain anymore. | decided 
to have the operation.” 

The decision to undergo the operation was made 
more difficult because of the tremendous career 
progress Vicious was making. He had been in the NWA 
for less than six months and was on his way to achiev- 
ing superstar status. At 6’8”, 318 pounds of pure mus- 
Cle, Vicious is one of the most awesome physical speci- 
mens in the sport. Spivey and Vicious had finally come 
together as a team and were looking forward to 
Starrcade. 


“That would’ve been something great,” Vicious said. 
“| was really trying to hold off on the operation until 
Starrcade because | knew what it meant. It’s the 
NWA’s biggest card of the year, and | wanted as many 
people to see me as possible. | thought me and Dan 
couldn’t lose the Iron Team thing. We’d become un- 
beatable. Then | went and 
got beaten by this damned 
lung thing.” 

In an attempt to avoid 
the operation, doctors at 


New York. _ operation, Vicious is preparing himself for one point tried using a 

“| couldn’t breathe,” Vi- |, medicine that acts like a 
cious said. “‘It felt like | had what will undoubtedly be the comeback of the glue on the lungs. It didn’t 
pneumonia. | went to the year, if not the decade! work. 


doctor, he said it was a 
slow leak, and he used this pipe to blow my lung up 
again. He said it was something that happens to a lot 
of people, and it would probably heal itself. 

“That happened three times,” Vicious said. “The 
lung came up, | started working out again, and then it 
came back down again. Then | went to St. Louis for a 


“When they finally oper- 
ated, it took about three hours, and it was really pain- 
ful,” Vicious said. ‘The doctors were amazed by the 
size of the hole in my lung. They said something had to 
be done to make it collapse, like a heavy blow or some 
kind of ring injury. When they operated, they realized 
why blowing it up wasn’t doing any good. The hole was 
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just too big.” 

With the worst part of the battle over, Vicious is 
concentrating on returning to the ring. 

“The operation could have been life-threatening, but 
now my lung is as strong as ever,” Vicious said. ‘It’s 
still feels a little sore where they made the incision, but 
the doctors say there’s no danger of it breaking again. 
I’m working out two or three days a week, I’m riding my 
bike, and I’m in my normal aerobic workout. My 
strength is down and I’ve lost about 20 pounds, but 
that’ll come back. 

“| guarantee it. I’m winning the toughest battle of my 
life.”’ 


he new Skyscrapers of Callous and Spivey 
thrive under Teddy Long. 

Sid Vicious sits home. 

“?’m not concerned about Callous and 
Dan,” Vicious said. “| have nothing 
against them, they're just trying to contin- 
ue their careers. There’s no reason why 
they should’ve waited for me. But it’s Long that gets 
me angry. He said | quit on him, and | never quit on 
anybody in my entire life. The worst part about this is 
sitting home and watching Long blow his own horn.” 

But Vicious must keep sitting home—until June at 
the earliest, and possibly July. Although a quicker re- 
turn wouldn't risk damage to the lung, it could damage 
Vicious’ rapidly advancing, though briefly detoured, 
career. 

“The whole shame of this would be if he came back 
before he was ready,” NWA Vice President Jim Herd 
said. “‘He’s one of our brightest young athletes, and we 
look forward to having him with us for many years to 
come, but he’s at the point right now where the slight- 
est setback could cause irreversible career damage.” 

Vicious worked long and hard to build his invincible 
reputation. His ascent to stardom started in earnest a 
year ago in the World Class (now USWA) area when he 
took Kerry Von Erich to the limit in a series of unforget- 
table matches. 

His next stop was Japan. Vicious had difficulty 
against the more experienced stars wrestling there, but 
stunned most Japanese fans. 

“Even at his young age, he’s one of the greatest 
stars to ever wrestle here,” said Japanese correspon- 
dent Jimmy Suzuki. “We look forward to having him 
back because he means instant excitement. He is to 
the future of our sport. Our door is open for him.” 

But Sid Vicious sits home. 

“The only thing that might keep me from coming 
back is if | go out of my mind first,” Vicious said. ‘I’m 
dying to tear somebody apart. | miss the sound of 
bones breaking and skin being torn off bodies. | miss 
the sight of blood pouring down my opponents’ face. 
It’s something | need. | thrive on violence.” 

He hates TV. 

“TV stinks,” Vicious said. “I don’t even like watching 
wrestling on TV. | want to be in the middle of the 
action.” 

He is, assuming he recovers fully, a superstar of 
tomorrow. But what happens when he does return? 
Obviously, there’s no room in The Skyscrapers, and 
Vicious wouldn’t wrestle for Long anyway. A resumption 
of his singles career seems most likely. 
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“That's where | belong,” Vicious said. “I liked 
teaming with Dan, but | have too much energy to stand 
on the side of the ring while there’s action going on. | 
need non-stop action, especially now. | want matches to 
be decided on my own, no partners, no managers—| 
don’t even like having the refs around.” 

No managers, however, is the most important point. 

“I’ve had enough of that,” Vicious said. Then he 
worked up a mouthful of saliva and spit on his living 
room rug. 

“Managers.” 


e’ll never have another man like 
me,” Teddy Long said, his voice 
dripping with bitterness. “I 
brought him along, | got him the 
title shots, | went out of my way 
for him, but he couldn’t go out of 
his way for me. He risked noth- 
ing. | risked everything.” 


Long hasn’t forgotten the Starrcade fiasco. He was 
looking forward to the Iron Team competition as a 
chance to show off his managerial expertise. 

“The biggest showcase of the year,” Long said. 
“Wasted.” 

Wasted because Vicious thought he would be back, 
but had to pull out at the last minute. 

“He left me with nothing,”’ Long added. “Nothing. | 
could’ve replaced him, | could’ve brought Callous in, 
but there was no time. The NWA gave me about 15 
minutes to come up with a replacement and | couldn't. 


Biggest day of the year, and | wasn’t involved.” 

At that point, Long decided he wasn’t going to wait 
for Vicious any longer. He contacted Callous and ended 
the era of Spivey and Vicious. The experts laughed at 
Long. They claimed replacing Vicious was a fool’s ven- 
ture. Long laughed back. 

“What happened at Clash X happened because of 
what those so-called experts said,’ Long explained. 


“The Road Warriors were ruined, smashed to pieces, 
and we did it to prove a point. We did it to prove that 
Vicious is a goner and we don’t need him anymore.”’ 

Vicious, naturally, thinks otherwise. 

“They had the Warriors down and let them get back 
up,” Vicious said. “That was their second mistake. 
Their first was getting rid of me, but I'll have my day. 
Vicious was looking forward to a series of brutal bouts with Road Warrior 
Hawk. But there’s another man Vicious says he wants a big piece of: his 
former manager, Teddy Long. Vicious says he can never forgive Long for 
Kicking him off The Skyscrapers. 


“The only thing 
that might keep me 
from coming back is 
if I go out of my 
mind first. I'm dying 
to tear somebody 
apart. I miss the 


sound of bones 
breaking and skin 
being torn off bodies. 
I miss the sight of 
blood pouring down 
my opponents’ face. 
It’s something I need. 


I thrive on violence.” 


“I’m gonna rip Long to pieces and make him regret 
ever talking me down. I’ve gone through a lot to get to 
this point, and | didn’t do it for nothing. He’s had his 
warning. How’s he gonna sleep nights knowing I’m 
coming back?” 

Coming back ... back to the wrestling ring. 

That’s where Sid Vicious belongs. That’s where Sid 
Vicious’ real home is. O 
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By Eddie Ellner 


CCORDING TO SPORTS lore, 

the “shot heard round the world” 
occurred in the Polo Grounds, off an 
inside fastball served up by Brooklyn 
Dodger pitcher Ralph Branca that Bob- 
by Thomson, of the New York Giants, 
buried into the left field stands. The 
home run concluded an improbable 
comeback by the Giants (a month ear- 
lier they languished dead in fifth 
place, 13% games out of first place) 
and catapulted them over their hated 
Dodger rivals and into the World 
Series. 

There was another shot in 1951—less 
celebrated, perhaps, but also possess- 
ing worldwide implications. This 
“shot” was fired in a tiny gymnasium 
in Benton Harbor, Michigan, during a 
wrestling match in front of a few hun- 
dred local fans. The shot was deliv- 
ered to the head of Bad Boy Brown, a 


city kid from the streets of Chicago. It 
was served up by a skinny little coun- 
try boy named Bobo Brazil. 

Today, Branca and Thomson wam 
their grandchildren not to pounce on 
their fragile bones, and attend the oc- 
casional testamonial dinner where they 
stiffly rise to acknowledge polite 
ovations. 

Bobo Brazil, age 61, still wrestles. 

® 


What does a man whose ring career 
spans five decades have to say for 
himself? 

“T’ve been lucky and fortunate to re- 
main healthy all these years. The good 
Lord has seen fit to reward me for 
some reason.” 

Homilies. Cliches. Commonplace 
athletic platitudes—served with an un- 
derlying wisdom available to those 
smart enough to detect it—run through 
Brazil’s speech. He is a man of few 
words, and he dispenses them careful- 


ly in a thick accent that sounds like 
Marlon Brando’s Godfather would if 
Don Corleone had been bom to black 
parents. 

But where do you start questioning a 
man who has wrestled over 5,000 pro- 
fessional matches? Indeed, Bobo Brazil 
is a frustrating interview. 

“I don’t like to muffle feathers if I 
don’t have to,” he says calmly. Though 
his long career puts him in a unique 
position to answer questions like, 
“Who was the best wrestler you ever 
fought?” Brazil will avoid direct 
answers. 

“Once you break into the top 10, all 
the wrestlers have to be pretty good,” 
is his unsatisfying response. 

Calm waters. Unruffled feathers. 
One begins to understand the secret 
behind Brazil’s longevity, though if not 
for a lucky coincidence, Brazil may 
never have gotten the opportunity to 
wrestle in the first place. 

e 


Growing up in Benton Harbor, Mich- 
igan, Brazil frequented the matches at 
the local arena, where promoter Joe 
Savoldi put him to work setting up the 
ring. One day, a wrestler failed to 
appear. 

“C’mere, kid,” Savoldi said to the 


teenaged Brazil. “I want you to get in 
the ring and wrestle tonight.” 

From such mythological beginnings 
are legends born. 

“I was frightened to death stepping 
through those ropes,” Brazil says. “I 
never trained or took any lessons. But 


I had a keen eye for picking things 
up.” 

One of the things Brazil picked up 
that night was the unfortunate Bad Boy 
Brown, whom he bodyslammed to the 
canvas. Brown didn’t get up. From that 
night on, Brazil stopped setting up the 
ring, and the 39 years that followed 
testify to one indisputable fact: 

Bo(bo) knows wrestling. 

He also knows Presidents, having 
wrestled through nine administrations, 
from Truman and Eisenhower, past 
Kennedy and Johnson and Nixon, be- 
yond Ford and Carter and Reagan, 
and now into Bush. But when you 
question his politics, Bobo’s response 
is ... well, what else? Unsatisfying. 

“I never paid much attention to what 
was going on past the ropes,” he said, 
concealing what at least a dozen wres- 
tlers have described as a keen politi- 
cal mind. “John Kennedy was a fine- 
looking man, I will say that.” 

In a way, politics has been Bobo’s 
currency as much as his ring skills. To 
last 39 years in this sport requires di- 
plomacy of the highest order; more so 
than title belts, longevity is perhaps 
the most tangible evidence of success 
in the violent world of wrestling. 

(Continued on page 60) 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 


& 6} The Private Side” usually provides a glimpse of one 
famous wrestling star during his time away from the 

ring. In this issue, however, we thought we’d break away 
from our normal format, dig into our files, and provide you 
with a candid peek at nine superstars! 
_ 1—Captain Lou Albano, portraying the famous Nintendo 
character Mario, is in a characteristic quandary on the set 
of The Super Mario Brothers Super Show. He can’t decide 
whether to cook that fish or throw it away! Albano’s hilari- 
ous portrayal of Mario has helped make the daily chil- 
dren’s show one of the top-rated programs on television. 
“I’m really enjoying being a big-time TV star,” said the 
always manic Albano. “I can’t see how they won't give me 
an Emmy award for excellence, daddy!” 

2—WWF newcomer Tugboat Thomas spends a huge 
amount of time—sometimes up to three hours—in the gym 
every day. One of his favorite workouts is balancing a bar 
with more than 300 pounds on his shoulders. It’s no won- 
der that Thomas has already established himself as one of 
the strongest men in the federation. 

3—Miss Linda, the valet of Adrian Street, prepares the 
“Exotic One” for his match by lacing up his wrestling 
boots. Linda and Street hold the mixed tag team title, and 
have been defending it in the LPWA in recent months. But 
the way these two usually dress, we wonder whether op- 
ponents have a hard time telling them apart! “I don’t think 
we dress strangely at all,” said Street. “As far as I’m con- 
cemed, we look normal while the rest of the world looks a 
bit odd.” 

4—Kerry Von Erich insists that one of the best ways to 
stay in shape is to engage in a hard-fought game of 
racquetball. In addition to being a great wrestler, the 
“Modem-Day Warrior” says he’s never been beaten on 
the hardwood. “Bring on the competition,” said Kerry. 
“There’s nothing like a good match to get the competitive 
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BEYOND THE SQUARED CIRCLE 


juices flowing.” 

5—Wendi Richter loves animals, and she was more than 
happy to snuggle up with an adorable baby monkey dur- 
ing a visit to Africa for a wrestling trip. Richter’s WWC and 
NWF titles take her all around the world in defense of her 
belts, but she insists on making time to visit as many zoos 
as she can. 

6—Watch out, St. Maarten! Here comes Road Warrior 
Animal! Mopeds and bicycles are the only ways to get 
around, unless you take an island taxicab. It’s a far cry 
from his characteristic Harley Davidson, but Animal enjoys 
the ride anyway. “Hey—even if you put me on a damn 
tricycle, I don’t care! I’m still mean enough to chew up 
any wrestler and spit him out before breakfast. When you 
see me comin’, no matter what I’m ridin’, get the hell out 
of my way.” 

7—Like most wrestlers, Jake “The Snake” Roberts is 
committed to being in top shape. Most times, he’ll work 
out at his home gym. But when he’s on the road, he'll stop 
off at a local Gold’s Gym, like the one pictured here. He'll 
need all the strength he can get to fend off the stem 
challenge of ‘“‘Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase. 

8—Shawn Michaels, a member of The Rockers, puts an 
armlock on a replica of a Roman soldier during a visit to a 
Las Vegas wax museum. Michaels and Marty Jannetty only 
wish that their opponents were this willing to be put into a 
hold! 

9—The Ultimate Warrior responds to a flood of questions 
during a WrestleMania VI press conference in Toronto. 
The WWF Intercontinental champion had long dreamed of 
competing for the WWF World title, and he'll get his 
chance against Hogan at the federation’s annual supercard. 
But when someone asked Warrior if he thought Hogan 
was a better wrestler, he picked up his belt and walked 
away. Oo 
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YOU DECIDE 


HAMPIONSHIPS. They 

are the very backbone 
of wrestling. After the pre- 
liminaries and the grudge 
matches are over, after the 
name-calling and the threats 
are through, it all comes 
down to who is wearing the 
belts. 

The WWF, NWA, and 
AWA World titles. The In- 
tercontinental and US. titles. 
The world tag team belts, 
the USWA championship, 
and so many others. These 
are the prizes that wrestlers 
fight a lifetime for, 

Ted DiBiase’s “‘million-dol- 
lar belt.” 

Ted DiBiase’s “million-dol- 
Jar belt’? 

Okay, so it doesn’t exactly 
hold the weight of the oth- 
ers, but let’s face it: DiBi- 
ase’s jeweled purchase has 


q 
z 
o 


It's a beautiful item, bedecked with fabulous diamonds. 
DiBiase refuses to reveal its value, but jewelers estimate 
its worth at anywhere from $450,000 to as much as $1.5- 
million. 

In comparison, the WWF World title belt is barely 
worth $100,000. 

But money isn’t always the deciding factor of an item’s 
worth. DiBiase, of course, bought the belt out of frustra- 
tion. He couldn’t have the WWF World title belt (al- 
though he tried to purchase it from Andre the Giant in 
1988), so he had a belt made. Very simple. 

Or is it? 

Is DiBiase’s belt worth its weight in gold? Or is it 
worthless in wrestling terms, the kind of prize that only 
the most desperate of men would want? After all, WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan doesn’t seem to have any 
interest in DiBiase or the “million-dollar belt.” 

Maybe it’s all a matter of perspective. 

Of course, the value of a title always comes down to 
one final arbiter: the fans. 

Take the recent situation in boxing, when James “Bust- 
er” Douglas won the heavyweight title from Mike Tyson. 


IS TED DiBIASE’S BELT 
A VIABLE TITLE? 


iBiase fought Jake “The Snake” Roberts for the “mil 
captured the fancy of other jion-doliar belt,” some fans recognized the contest as a legitimate 


WWF stars. Jake “The title match. But what is the belt really worth? 
Snake” Roberts wants it bad 
enough. 


At first, only the IBF recognized 
" Douglas as champion. Because 
of a controversial count in the 
eighth round, the WBA and 
WBC temporarily withheld 
their decisions. 

_ The fans and the media, 
| however, recognized Douglas 
as the true champion because 
of his decisive knockout. With 
such an overwhelming majority 
speaking out in Douglas’ favor, 
the WBA and WBC had no 
choice but to recognize the 
new champion. 

That’s why we need your 
help in this situation. While the 
editors of Wrestling 90 have no 
| intention of recognizing DiBi- 
ase’s belt in our rankings, or in 
Inside Wrestling’s popular 
“Roll Call Of Champions,” we 
are considering the possibility 
of recognizing DiBiase as the 
“million-dollar champion” in 
our stories and editorials. 

What's your opinion? Is DiBi- 
ase’s belt a viable title? Or is it 
the product of his overactive imagination and 
pocketbook? 

Examine the pros and cons we've listed below. Care- 
fully consider the situation. Then use the convenient 
ballot on page 59 (a reasonable facsimile will do) to make 
your opinion known. 

The champions of the world are awaiting your 
decision. 


TED DiBLASE’S MILLION-DOLLAR BELT 
IS A VIABLE TITLE 

® Competition. Jake Roberts and others are vying in 
eamest for the belt. Although it wasn’t taken seriously at 
the start, DiBiase’s helt is now considered something 
worth having. Isn’t prestige what a title is all about? 

®@Physical value. The belt is worth a small fortune. 
That alone makes the belt a worthy prize. 

©The WWF spotlight. At WrestleMania VI, the DiBi- 
ase-Roberts match was sanctioned and billed as a match 
for DiBiase’s belt. Apparently, the WWF recognizes the 
title, even if only for promotional reasons. Federation 
sanction makes a title viable. 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


* * 


December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler, 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Siories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs, 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofts. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A, 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

1 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
R s, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock ’n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard, 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Tayior, Flair. 
March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 
April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 
May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 

1988/Stories include: R&R- 

Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 


April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana, 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog, 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler, 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Backwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulll- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard, 
F 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 
June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 
July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories inciude: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling! 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 


1 1988/Stories include; Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include; Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 

M rs VS. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, er. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawier, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawier. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 

my 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor, _ 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
December 1989/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 
January 1990/Stories include; Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 

February 1990/Stories include: War- 
tiors-Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 
'89, Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 

May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Ulti- 
mate, Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 


--------- 
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ILLUSTRATED 


BACK ISSUES ) y EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

duly 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko, Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen, Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Read Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 


5 
| () PWUFeb 1983.) PWi/Dec 1985 
(1 PWV/April1983 (1) PWi/Jan 1986 
| "| PWildune 1983 © PWI/Feb 1986 
C) PWiJuly 1983 PWW/April 1986 
| © PWwAug 19830 PWi/May 1986 
© PWVOct 1983. 1 PWl/Jdune 1986 
| pwinov 1983 PWi/July 1986 
| () PWU/Dec 1983 7] PWV/Aug 1986 
C] PWi/Jan 1984 PWIOct 1986 
yo PWI/Feb 1984) PWUNov 1986 
PWi/June 1984 [] PWUJan 1987 
| (1 PWuJuly 1984 =) PWI/Feb 1987 
© PWW/Aug 1984 —_(). PWI/April 1987 
] © Pwoct 1984 3 PWi/May 1987 
C) PWUNov 1984 =) PWi/June 1987 
| © PWwan1985 © PWiJuly 1987 
(1 PWi/Feb 1985 —_(). PWU/Aug 1987 
lo PWVApril 1985 1) PWVOct 1987 
| () PWiJune 1985 [) PWINov 1987 
() PWvSept 1985 [) PWi/Jan 1968 
J © PWvoct 19850 PWiFeb 1988 
| [| PWVNov 1985 C). PWi/April 1988 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard iv Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy , Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
lendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP; Baby 
Doll. British Bul , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole, 


met! i aitly abt Macca Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy r, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. me 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
& Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 

go, F Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 

liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 

bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 


June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 

. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 

reebirds, Hall. 

duly 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Fiair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex , Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 
May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 


June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
& Hogan, Gilbert-Lawiler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 
October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 
December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. mony 
January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 
cumeny Lasonpepstearc ie rer 
joberts. , Hogan-Savage, in 
Von, Bootccke Base “ss 


April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er. Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turmer, Powers, 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


1@Gs 


JUNE 1989 


June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 


Steamboat. in vs. Savage, War- 
riors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 
July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Pip- 


er. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 


August 1989/COLOR oe ae 
Luger. , Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, food Warriors Rhodes. 
October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting; 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 
November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs, Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarreit. 
December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jim- 
my Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Amn. 
1990/COLOR PINUP; Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/COLOR PINUP; Bret 
Hart. Lex Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beet- 
cake, Toni Adams, Woman. 
1 1990/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
R . Ric Flair, Hennig vs. Hogan, 
Sting, Rockers, Lawler. 
May 1990/COLOR PINUP: The Great 
Muta, Hulk Hogan, Skyscrapers, R&R 
Express, Piper, Embry. 
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S THE DECADE of the 1960s began, Buddy Rogers 

was about as vilified as they come. Hated for years 
due to his extreme arrogance and his sadistic use of the 
figure-four leglock, Rogers captured the NWA World title 
from Pat O’Connor in Chicago on June 30, 1961. In the six 
months after he won the belt, Rogers became more hat- 
ed than ever. 

After becoming champion, Rogers made the unique 
(for that era) jump to being covered in the mainstream 
press: Chicago newspaper columnist David Condon, in 
one pointed attack early in 1962, wrote, “If people don’t 
do something, they'll awaken one day to find that Cry 
Baby Buddy Rogers has given wrestling a bad name.” 

As 1962 got underway, Johnny Valentine was named 
the number-one contender to Rogers’ title. Perhaps Val- 
entine was rattled by the Las Vegas betting commission- 
ers who installed him as a 6-1 longshot to defeat the 


champion, for when he arrived at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden in January 1962, he brought some help 
with him: the enormously popular Bearcat Wright, who 
joined Valentine to face Rogers and Bob Orton Sr. 

It proved to be a good move. Despite some excellent 
scientific grappling by the champion (including the pow- 
erful headlock on Valentine pictured here), the duo of 
Rogers and Orton were upended by Valentine and 
Wright. Yet the loss only served to escalate the war 
further: One month later, Madison Square Garden saw 
Valentine and Cowboy Bob Ellis defeat Rogers and 
Orton, a match that subsequently led to a Rogers-Ellis 
feud. 

And Rogers, like another “Nature Boy” almost three 
decades later, was forced to weather heavy criticism that 
he was protecting his title by competing mainly in tag 
team matches. 
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Hogan/Warrior 


(Continued from page 35) 


After clearing the other competitors 
out of the ring at the Royal Rumble 
in January (above), Hogan and War- 
rior had a brief confrontation. Then 
Barbarian entered the fray and went 
after the Warrior (right), By the time 
Barbarian was joined by Rick Rude 
(below), Hogan and Warrior had refo- 
cused on their common enemies. 
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Failure, however, did not mean turn- 
ing back for Orndorff. In fact, it made 
him angrier than ever at Hogan. 

“The problem with Hogan is that 
he’s always out to prove he’s right and 
everybody else is wrong,’’ Orndorff 
said. ‘Winning isn’t enough for him. 
He thinks winning means he proved 
his point. Well, it's not that way. Win- 
ning means he won a match, that’s all. 
It didn’t mean that | was wrong or a 
traitor to turn against him. He was the 
traitor all along.”’ 

Orndorff was nearing the end of a 
brilliant career by the time he went 
after Hogan; he left the WWF with 
pride, knowing that he had done the 
most with his talents. Savage had al- 
ready been the WWF World champion 


by the time he failed in his quest 
against the ‘‘Hulkster.’’ And Andre the 
Giant, a one-of-a-kind wrestler if ever 
there was one, had enjoyed a remark- 
able career before tangling with Hogan. 

Failure for. The Ultimate Warrior at 
WrestleMania VI would only be a brief 
stumble on the road to glory. The other 
men eventually had to give up their 
war against Hogan; the Warrior never 
would. 

Thus, the Warrior seems destined to 
add a new chapter to the lessons of 
history. In this respect, the Warrior and 
Hogan can only become _ friends 
again—or, at the very least, friendly 
acquaintances—if the Warrior wins the 
title. 

But what about Hogan? 

“Being humble is not my partner's 
strong suit,’’ Sting said several years 
ago when he and The Ultimate Warrior 
teamed as The Blade Runners. ‘‘He’s 
just the type to do something good, 


then rub it in his opponent's face.’’ 

In other words, it wouldn’t be out of 
the question for The Ultimate Warrior 
to win the title from Hogan, then beat 
him over the head with the belt. 

That certainly wouldn't make Hogan 
a happy man. 

“We know one thing about Hogan,"’ 
WWF expert Thomas Pilliard said. ‘‘He 
doesn’t take losing very well. First of 
all, he’s just about forgotten about 
those days in the early ‘80s when An- 
dre the Giant beat him. Then we saw 
how he acted when Andre won the title 
from him in 1988. Sure, Hogan had 
reason to be angry, but his actions 
weren't an example for his little ‘Hulk- 
amaniacs.’ Heck, he hit the referee!"’ 

“Also take into account that while 
Andre is still a rulebreaker, Hogan 
hasn't exactly taken steps to become 
friends with him again,"’ former NWA 
World and WWF Intercontinental cham- 
pion Rick Steamboat said. ‘‘Hogan still 
holds a grudge against Andre, and he 
always will. The same goes for 
Savage."’ 

So we have two scenarios: 

Hogan retains the title, the Warrior 
continues his battle, and Hogan holds 
a grudge. 

Or: 

The Warrior wins the title, rubs his 
success in Hogan's face, and the 
“Hulkster' never forgives him. 

Which brings us to our question, for 
which the answer would seem obvious: 

Can Hogan and The Ultimate Warrior 
ever be friends again? 

Strangely, the answer isn’t so clear. 

*K* 


“Respect is one of the greatest 
‘things about wrestling,’ six-time for- 
mer NWA World champion Lou Thesz 
said. ‘‘You can hate an opponent, real- 
ly have a blood hatred for him, and 
you can still respect him deeply, It’s 
possible, you know, and it happens all 
the time. There are very few opponents 
of mine that | didn’t respect. Once you 
get to the championship level, you're 
talking about some truly great 
wrestlers.” 

Hogan and the Warrior, who are not 
necessarily great wrestlers but magnifi- 
cently perfect brawlers, respect each 
other for that very reason. They broke 
the mold of what most people thought 
a champion should be and made it to 
the top with little scientific talent. Both 
men’s relative lack of knowledge of the 
sweet science failed to hamper their 
upward movement. 

“The way the situation is right now, 
Hogan still wants to be champion and 

(Continued on page 52) 
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10 YEARS OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
WRESTLING! 


The March 1990 edition of Inside 
Wrestling is a collector’s dream: A 
magnificent eight-page FULL-COLOR 
section offers exclusive coverage of 
all the highlights of the 1980s. Plus, 
this landmark magazine offers a dy- 
namic and fast-paced year-by-year re- 
view of al! the major events of the 
1980s. It truly is a piece of wrestling 
history; a magazine you'll cherish for- 
ever! Copies of this once-in-a-decade 
newsstand sellout are only $5 each. 
Supplies are limited, so order today! 
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Hogan/Warrior 


(Continued from page 51) 


Hogan takes advantage of Randy Savage’s low- 
ered guard and delivers a vicious chop to his 
throat. Savage, like Ultimate Warrior, turned 
against Hogan for a shot at the WWF title. 

the Warrior has to be champion,’’ said 
a WWF wrestler, requesting anonymity. 
“It's an impossible situation for them 
to be on the same side, but things 
could change. Maybe if Hogan loses, 
he'll step aside and let the Warrior 
have the spotlight to himself."’ 

More than anything, Hogan wants 
the WWF World title to remain in the 
hands of a fan favorite. He doesn't 
want a man to win the WWF's richest 
prize, stomp on the rules, and repute 
everything Hulkamania stands for. 

Hogan sees himself when he looks 
at the Warrior; he sees a person he 
never saw while looking at Orndorff, 
Savage, Andre, and all the rest. 

Imagine: Hogan and the Warrior. 
The former champ and the current 
champ, rallying together and claiming 
millions of fans for their very own. 
Sports fans love it when the past and 
the future come together in the 
present. A  Hogan-Warrior alliance 
would be a natural. 

If Savage and Hogan were the 


Megapowers, Warrior and Hogan would 
be the multi-megapowers. 

And wouldn't the WWF promoters 
love it! 


KEE 


Some men simply can’t deal with 
the past. They look back and see suc- 
cess; they look forward and see noth- 
ing. Bitterness sets in and makes them 
seem even older. Athletes in particular 
know that their greatest moments will 
come while they are very young; old 
age holds little more than memories 
and disappointments. 

Why should Hogan be able to deal 
with this situation when so many oth- 
ers haven't? 

“It's very difficult to be an ex-wres- 
tler,’’ Thesz said. ‘“‘There are times 
when | look at today’s stars and say, ‘I 
could still beat him,’ but that’s jealou- 
sy setting in. The world belongs to the 
young, and I’m proud to say | had my 
chance and took advantage of it. Still, 
there are those times .. .”’ 

Hogan has always been one to grab 
his youth firmly and squeeze from it 
every last ounce of pleasure. He rides 
a Harley Davidson, he spends time at 


the beach sunning himself and playing 
volleyball, he still plays rock 'n’ roll on 
his bass guitar, and he dresses as if he 
were still in his early 20s. 

Hulk Hogan likes being young. He 
had a glorious youth, and has been 
fortunate enough to see it last. His 
experience and desire made him a two- 
time World champion, but his time will 
eventually come to an end, too. 

Hogan is such a contradiction. He 
wants to make the world better for to- 
day’s youth. He wants these young 
people to survive without his guidance. 
On the other hand, he wants to be 
there to guide them all along. He 
wants to be champion forever. 


Ultimate Warrior dominated competition in his me- 
teoric rise through the WWF ranks. Savage admit- 
ted after this match that he almost passed out 
while in the Warrior's mighty arms. 

Perhaps Hogan only trusts himself 
as champion. It’s not an unreasonable 
thought. The Ultimate Warrior is. tre- 
mendously self-centered (just like Ho- 
gan) and prone to unchecked violence. 
His before-the-bell attacks on oppo- 
nents were tolerated by WWF fans and 
officials; quietly, though, Hogan 
watched in anger. 

Maybe that is why Hogan and the 
Warrior never formed a solid alliance. 
Although they are similar in many 
ways, they are also very, very different. 

Can they be friends again? Can we 
predict what will happen and how their 
feud will be fought? Do we know what 
outside factors will have an influence 
on both men? Do we know if there is 
another man out there ready to make 
both Hogan and the Warrior obsolete? 

They can be friends again, but only 
under the proper conditions. And 
they'll never form an inseparable alli- 
ance. Hogan and The Ultimate Warrior 
are too different. We must accept that. 

They already have. O 
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Please send me the Super Color Spaces! 
I've checked below. | enclose $3.00 for 
| each one !'m ordering, or $7.50 for all] 
pee 
| O Scs#i 
1) SCS #3 
| oO scs #8 


| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Alternate choices 


Name 
Address 


City 


State Zip 


| For all orders except the U.S,, you must add$1.50 
| for every order for boat mail, and $3.00 for every 
order for airmail. Int'l money order only. 


| Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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Dusty Rhodes 


(Continued from page 32) 


first class back-alley brawler, and a very 
good technical wrestler and _ strategic 
wrestler,” 

Just a few years ago, Rhodes stood 
alone in the ring and challenged The 
Road Warriors to come after him. That 
was quite a sight, and it wasn’t unusual. 
He'd often get in the ring with his substan- 
tial belly and take on a man who couldn't 
pinch an inch. Guess who was always 
standing at the end. 

The “American Dream.” The one and 
only common man. 

“Walk into any bar in America and 
you'll see a dozen guys just like Rhodes,” 
Ric Flair once said. “They look like they 
can’t get up off the bar stool, but the truth 
is they'll rip your head off for saying the 
wrong word. That’s what Rhodes was al- 
ways like. He was never in shape, but he 
knew the game and what it took to win. 
He never quit.” 

He was a man full of pride. 

He loved the fans, and the fans loved 
him back. His place was in the spotlight. 
The fact that he wasn’t built like a Road 
Warrior didn’t bother him at all. 

He didn’t look like a Road Warrior, but 
he could fight like one. 

“Gentlemen,” Rhodes said at a press 
conference four years ago, after he won 
the NWA World title for the third time, 
“you're looking at one tough sonofagun.” 

“Sonofagun” wasn’t exactly the word he 
used, but that’s Dusty Rhodes. 

That reputation has—quite literally, it 
can be said—been flushed right down the 
toilet. Why did he sell out to the WWF? 
Well, better men have done the same 
thing. Wrestling is, of course, a job for 
these people, and it only makes sense to 
go where the money is. 

So what if McMahon asks his wrestlers 
to do some off-beat things? So what if 
wrestling isn’t exactly the WWF's first pri- 
ority? The checks clear and the food’s on 
the table. 

With Dusty Rhodes, food on the table 
has always been a top priority. 

Still, there comes a time for all WWF 
wrestlers when the money isn’t enough. 
Pride, the driving force behind these deter- 
mined men, eventually takes over. The 
drive for a world title becomes all- 
important. 

Rhodes has always been his own man. 
Perhaps the time has come for that man 
to assert himself again. 

Can Dusty Rhodes beat Randy Savage? 

The answer to this question is, of 


course, the same as the answer to many 
other questions concerning Rhodes: Can 
he beat Ric Flair? (He did.) Can he beat 
Lex Luger? (He did.) Can he overcome 
men far younger and stronger? (He has.) 

Rhodes always proves the skeptics 
wrong. 

Savage, though not the wrestler he was 
a year ago, is still in outstanding shape. 
His aerial attack is among the finest in the 
game. He is vicious, but combines his 
brawling tactics with an outstanding scien- 
tific repertoire. With the evil Sensational 
Sheri at ringside, Savage is even more 
dangerous. 

But Savage is not Flair; he’s not even 
Luger anymore. Perhaps no other wrestler 
in the WWF declined in quality as sharply 
between WrestleMania V and WrestleMa- 
nia VI as Savage. The distance from Atlan- 
tic City, New Jersey, to Toronto, Ontario, 
was a long, long way for the “Macho 
Man.” 

The answer, then, is clear: Rhodes can 
beat Savage ... if the Rhodes of old 
climbs into the ring. Rhodes’ success de- 
pends on whether he chooses to dance 
and sing, or whether he chooses to brawl 
and _ think. 

It should be an easy choice. After all, 
the man’s career is on the line. 

Stragglers, you see, don’t survive very 
long in the WWF. McMahon likes to use a 
man and get rid of him, unless the man 
proves himself to be of championship 
material. 


Sapphire has been an inspiration to Dusty, but her 
worth as a manager is questionable. Someone 
who's merely a dance partner won't help him win 
matches. 


No, you can’t get in shape just by watching 
TV. But if you watch these tapes and do what 
they tell you, you'll be amazed by the results. 
All it takes is some hard work and dedication! 


#1 RAY “BOOM BOOM’”’ 
MANCINI 

“‘Miy Knockout Workout”’ 

If you think jumping rope is just for 
kids, think again! Get in the ring 
with former lightweight champ 
Ray Mancini for world-class fit- 
ness—a three-round workout that 
pulls no punches! “‘Boxercise”’ 
your way to fitness. 

$19.95/60 Min./U.S.A Home 
Video 


#2 DOLPH LUNDGREN 
“Maximum Potential’’ 

Dolph Lundgren, star of Rocky IV 
and Masters of the Universe, 
shows you how to achieve the 
body of perfection. A complete 
cardiovascular routine followed by 
body sculpting and stretching de- 


Deis 


At the Royal Rumble, Dusty eliminated Savage, 
but that was under entirely different circum- 
stances. However, Dusty has overcome tougher 
obstacles before. 


Its not only important for Rhodes to 
prove himself to the fans and the wrestling 
experts. He must show the WWF that he 
is worthy of wrestling in the top ranks of 
the federation. Remember: When the 
WWF drafted Rhodes, he was wrestling in 
the Florida area. That's a far cry from the 
WWF. 

The WWF likes to give its newcomers a 
considerable weight to carry. Curt Hennig, 
despite being a former AWA World cham- 
pion, was placed at the bottom of the heap 
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injury. 


Video Entertainment 


#3 FRANCO COLUMBU 
““Superset Shape-Up’’ 
Two-time “Mr. Olympia” Franco 
Columbu spent 15 years studying 
the human body and perfecting 
this 22-minute workout. Work with 
or without weights to burn away 
those love handles, flatten your 
stomach, and get in great shape! 
$24.95/25 Min./J2 


signed to prevent soreness and 


$29.95/60 Min./International 


and forced to work his way up. The same Communications 
thing happened to Ted DiBiase, Jake Rob- 


erts, Hacksaw Duggan, and many others. 


AdVLOACIA HLIM 


seriously at all. He mocks him at every Eh a a he LSE TRE RS, Re | 
Expiration Date: _ /_— 


idee oe prises brant Send To: -] #1 RAY “BOOM BOOM” MANCINI s19.95. | 
former NWA and WWF World champion I Ty, Sports Video Inc. ] #2 DOLPH LUNDGREN __ $2995 
Buddy Rogers said. “Sure, he’s an all-time | Box 1672 -| #3 FRANCO COLUMBU ___ $24.95 
great, but does he still have it or is he Greenwich, CT 06836 Plus $3 Postage & Handling For Each Video 
over the hill? I don’t know the answer to Total 
: : Visa Or MasterCard Call: 
that question, but I suspect Rhodes is Pw | (203) 325-8952 (] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) | 
Posely holding off on giving us an answer.” | | Please indicate Oe ye nee ee Lee pt kes | 
Savage doesn’t seem to take Rhodes method of payment: MasterCard # | 
| 
| 
| 
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opportunity and sees this feud as a chance VHS FORMAT ONLY 
to beat a three-time NWA World champi- MO/YR 
on and pad his wrestling resume. Name 

Why else would Savage allow their | | 4 4... i 
matches to become four-person tag team ; | 
events, with Sherri joining the “Macho | y City WH _______ State ______ Zip | 


” S I . ok ea - 

Man” and P joining Rhodes? | (Allow up to four weeks for delivery. Offer good in U.S. only. Foreign orders must include $6 for each tape } 

When Savage was feuding with Hogan, | 27dered to cover air mail postage and handling. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL; only | 
he didn’t want Elizabeth and Sheri in- United States NTSC system compatible. Only defective videos may be returned for credit.) 
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ONLY $3.00 EACH 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfold 
Action Gallery of one of wrestling’s hottest stars. 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
T.V. SPORTS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $. as payment in 
full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


$3.00 EACH 


Name 

Address Apt. 
sity 

State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
$3.00 for every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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Dusty Rhodes 


(Continued from page 55) 


Rhodes needs a win over Savage to be consid- 
ered a legitimate title contender, but Savage, too, 
needs a victory. If he can't conquer the ‘‘Ameri- 
can Dream,” his career could be in trouble. 


volved in tag team matches, he wanted the 
spotlight for himself and Hogan—and only 
for himself and Hogan. 

Savage’s mistake is that he isn’t the first 
man to not take Rhodes seriously. It’s very 
easy to look at Rhodes and think, “Easy 
victory.” It’s especially easy now. 

That's why Rhodes so badly needs to 
beat Savage. Respect—self-respect, too— 
means a lot to Rhodes. Beating him once 
wouldn’t be enough. Rhodes must prove 
his superiority over Savage over the course 
of a lengthy series of one-on-one matches. 

Forget the Savage and Sheni vs. 
Rhodes and Sapphire match at WrestleMa- 
nia VI. Meaningless. Rhodes vs. Savage, 
one on one, is what this comes down to. 

The veteran apparently on his last leg 
vs. the still-very-talented younger wrestler 
hoping to recapture his prime. 

It's a fascinating matchup. 

Even Savage must realize the impor- 
tance of beating Rhodes. A loss would 
send him even further down the ladder of 
WWF contenders. The past year has been 
one of stunning disappointment for the 
“Macho Man.” A victory over Rhodes 
would give him precisely the psychological 
lift he needs. 

They should just battle it out and let 
the best man win. 

So many times before, the best man has 
tumed out to be Dusty Rhodes. 

Would anyone be surprised if he’s still 
the best man? oO 


THIS MONTH IN... 


STING and ULTIMATE WARRIOR are 
running a parallel course to greatness! 


Law and order comes to the WWF: BIG 
BOSSMAN is rehabilitated! 


PLUS... 

Part II of a three-part series: A DECADE 
OF GREATNESS: HULKAMANIA 
RUNS WILD! ... Why BRIAN 
PILLMAN and TOM ZENK must split 
up—now!...Can KERRY and KEVIN 
VON ERICH meet the challenges of the 
90s? ... ““Q & A” interview with the 
newest SKYSCRAPER—“MEAN” 
MARK CALLOUS 


All this and much more... 
in the May 1990 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! 


DUSTY RHODES’ message to RANDY 
SAVAGE: Take your crown and shove it! 


TaN \ 


jee Fc 
Weights aes 


JIM CORNETTE: “We'll let THE ROCK 
"N’ ROLL EXPRESS destroy 
themselves! 


PLUS... 

Why WrestleMania VI won’t settle the 
HULK HOGAN-ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
feud .. . FULL-COLOR centerfold plus 
career bio of STING. . . An exclusive 
“Press Conference” with NIKITA 
KOLOFF .. . Boxing vs. wrestling—a 
special retrospective... ARN 
ANDERSON vs. BUZZ SAWYER 


All this and much more... 
in the June 1990 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW! 


given you good press. Not because 
you're a nice man, not because 
you're a good-looking hunk, not be- 
cause you're a solid family man, but 
because you're a damned good 
wrestler. 

BA: Rick, won't you rest easier to- 
night knowing Ellner approves of 
your ring style? 

EE: Shut up, Hoganhead. What I’m 
saying to you, Rick, is that winning 
the NWA World title finished you as 
a wrestler. No one has ever ques- 
tioned your skills. But the true mark 
of a champion is what he does after 
he loses the title. Ric Flair doesn’t 
rest until he regains his crown; you 
visit the nation’s plumbing supply 


stores and play “Duck, Duck, 
Goose” with Ricky Jr. 

RS: Are you just an _ idiot, 
BA: Absolutely. 


RS: First of all, Flair and I live 
completely different lives. I’m a 
family man. My family is far more 
important to me than any title belt. 

EE: My point exactly. You are a 
wrestler with great skills. But you are 
not a great wrestler. Great wrestlers 
wrestle. Great family men take care 
of their families. 

BA: We are splitting hairs. 

EE: You wouldn’t know a hair if 
you tripped over it. 

BA: Life is different now. Rick 
Steamboat is an example all wrestlers 
should follow. His life is a perfect 
balance of work and family, some- 
thing a loner like yourself, living out 
a miserable existence, couldn't possi- 
bly appreciate. 

EE: I’m not knocking his lifestyle. 
I’m just pointing out how fortunate he 
is to have promoters who allow him 
the luxury of instant title shots with- 
out having to earn them. There are 
hundreds of wrestlers who are out 
there every night—who also have 
families—who would die for a single 
title shot. 

RS: You seem to have forgotten 
the years I spent refining my craft. 
I’m hardly an overnight sensation. I 
know how tough it is to make it in 
this sport. Bonnie and I decided it 
would be unfair to have children 
until I could better control my ca- 
reer. I’m sorry if I don’t measure up 
to your ideals. I’m satisfied with my 
accomplishments. Rick Steamboat’s 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


“The Dragon” insists he has no regrets. 


Steamboat signs an autograph for a fan. Steamboat says he’s quite content wrestling periodically 


After losing the NWA World title, Steamboat was not able to capture 


he 


the U.S. belt from Lex Luger, but 


ar, es 


because it allows him to spend more time with his family. 


Mid-Atlantic Gym is a success. 
Bonnie and Ricky Jr. are healthy. 
And I feel my best days as a wres- 
tler are still ahead of me. 

EE: Oh, brother, the diplomatic 
party line all the way. 

RS: He doesn’t stop, does he? 

BA: It'll be over soon, Rick. I apol- 


ogize. Any final words for your fans? 

RS: Just that Rick Steamboat 
hasn’t gone anywhere. ‘‘The Drag- 
on” lives. Keep an eye out for me 


EE: At a plumbing supply store 
near you. 
BA: That's it. This is over. | 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


TED DiBIASE’S MILLION-DOLLAR 
BELT IS NOT A VIABLE TITLE 


@ Precedent. If DiBiase’s belt is rec- 
ognized, what’s to keep other wealthy 
wrestlers from inventing their own ti- 
tles? Only federations can sanction ti- 
tles. A belt purchased by a wrestler 
has monetary value, but is worthless in 
the ring. 

®Competition. Roberts is after the 
title, but how about Hulk Hogan, Curt 
Hennig, Randy Savage, The Ultimate 
Warrior, and other top stars in the fed- 


eration? They seem to have no interest 
in the belt and prefer to concentrate 
their efforts on the World and Inter- 
continental titles. In other words, DiBi- 
ase’s belt doesn’t really matter. 

@ DiBiase’s greed. The “Million-Dol- 
lar Man” created this belt out of frus- 
tration. Only when he lost to Hogan 
several times did DiBiase decide to 
buy a title. Therefore, the ‘“‘million-dol- 
lar belt” is a Joser’s title. It is unworthy 
of anyone’s attention and respect, and 
Roberts only wants it to embarrass 


THE ‘80s WERE GOOD FOR WRESTLING 


The voting wasn’t even close: An overwhelming 81 percent of the respon- 
dents to our Spring 1990 poll agreed that the ’80s were good for wrestling. 

“How can anyone say otherwise?” wrote John Needham of Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. “We got Hulk Hogan, WrestleMania, Starrcade, and pay-per-view. 
There was a tremendous growth in popularity, due partly to all the coverage 
the sport started receiving in the mainstream media. It was also the decade in 
which wrestling came into the 20th century. The television productions greatly 
improved, losing that amateurish look they all used to have.” 

“In the 1980s,” wrote: Alan Pilar of Flagstaff, Arizona, “wrestlers improved 
their physiques tremendously. The sport was once dominated by men who 
had size, but it was just bulk with no muscular definition. Now the majority of 
grapplers really look after their physiques and, just as importantly, their diets. 
That can only be looked upon as a good thing.” 

One dissenting view came from Nina Canton of Frankfort, Kentucky, who 
wrote, “There’s just too much meaningless glitz and glamor in the sport today, 
and that really started in the ’80s. I enjoyed wrestling a lot more when it was 
simpler, when a guy just wore boots and a pair of tights. Now it seems that 
every wrestler has his own theme music. Please, in the ’90s, let’s try to get 
back to basics.” 

Robert Torrelli of Wilmington, Delaware, saw good and bad in the last 
decade. “The bad news first: Where have all the smaller federations gone? 
When every area of the country had its own federation and its own champion, 
there was an intense competition that doesn’t exist today. On the other hand, 
more and more wrestlers began to improve their technical abilities. Yes, there 
are a lot of muscleheads who just lumber around the ring, but many men are 
leaming to execute the high-flying maneuvers that make matches 


extraordinary.” 


Pica Sei to: You Decide/Wrestling 90 
{Bex 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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ORIGINAL 
BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No 
wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 
rarity) 
ALL SALES FINAL NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


0 Feb. 1959 Nov. 1962 
1] May 1959 Dec. 1962 
O June 1959 Jan. 1963 
C1) Sept. 1959 Feb. 1963 
C) July 1961 June 1963 
C] Mar. 1962 Oct. 1963 
C July 1962 Nov. 1963 
O Aug. 1962 Jan. 1964 
1 Oct. 1962 Feb. 1964 
Mar. 1964 
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MAKE cna PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


$5 EACH 


Please rush the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS checked. 
|_am enclosing $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
EACH copy. 

In the event my first choices are sold out, 
| will accept the following substitutes 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 

For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every 

back issue ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for every back is- 
sue ordered airmail. Int'l money order only. Allow 3-4 weeks 

for delivery. 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 
SUPER SUMMER! 


| i 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


| Make check or money order payable 
| and send to: 

RY SPORTS 

BOX 48 

peeLs CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me —————— copies of the 

j December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 

| each copy | am ordering. 


| Address 


Name 


| State Zip 


es funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
| 
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Bobo Brazil 


(Continued from page 41) 


Mention the name Bobo Brazil to anyone who’s ever heard of him and the first thing they'll probably 


think of is ‘‘cocobutt.” The Sheik (above) had his share of skull sessions with Brazil through the years. 


Thesz ... Rogers ... Gagne ... 
Sammartino ... Morales ... Graham 
... Stasiak ... Backlund ... Race... 
Flair... Rich... Von Erich ... Stearn- 
boat... Hogan... 

By his own recollection, Brazil has 
held over 70 title belts, including the 
US. title belt a half dozen times, back 
in the days when the U.S. title was just 
a tiny notch less prestigious than a 
world title. He was denied a number 
of world title shots he has deserved, 
and some Bobo-watchers claim he 
wrestled to avoid winning one of the 
majors. 

“That's crazy talk,’ Brazil says. 
“There’s never been a time I stepped 
into the ring that I didn’t give it my 
best. 

“T will admit I never lobbied hard 
for major title shots. Heck, I have 13 
children. You travel so much as it is 
just defending a local belt that you’re 
hardly home. Imagine if you got to be 
globetrotting around the world? I 
could never do that to the kids. I’m 
satisfied with my career. I have the 
scars and cheers to remind me of the 
wars I’ve won; I don’t need any belts.” 

° 

Korea ... the Cuban missile crisis 
... Vietnam ... Granada ... Nicara- 
gua... Lebanon... Panama... 


Wars are nothing new to Bobo Bra- 
zil. An independent poll conducted 
five years ago established Pampero 
Firpo, The Sheik, Dick the Bruiser, 
Fritz Von Erich, and Killer Kowalski 
among the 10 most violent wrestlers of 
all time. Across the decades, Brazil has 
had a major feud with each one of 
them. 


Ls 
Brazil, with tremendous leaping ability for a big 
man, punishes Brute Bernard in New York’s Madi- 
son Square Garden in 1963. 


"I've battled Don Leo Jonathan and 
Edouard Carpentier,” says Killer Ko- 
walski, recalling Canada’s two greatest 
wrestlers. “I’ve slugged it out toe-to- 
toe against Andre the Giant in his 
prime. But none of those men have 
hurt me as much as Bobo Brazil.” 

“Bobo was the sweetest, kindest, 
most gentle man you’d ever want to 
meet,” recalls Fritz Von Erich, “until 
the bell rang, that is. Then he became 
a killer. Remember, no one really lift- 
ed weights for power when Bobo 
broke in. I don’t think Bobo ever lifted 
a weight in his life, but he was defi- 
nitely one of the strongest wrestlers to 
ever step into the ring. Yet, he never 
intentionally injured anyone. Even The 
Sheik, after all they'd been through.” 

The Sheik. No story chronicling the 
life and career of Bobo Brazil is com- 
plete without a chapter about The 
Sheik. 


The Brazil-Sheik feud was legendary. Looking at 
this photo, it’s hard to believe how gentle a man 
Bobo is away from the ring. 


Before his death, Abdullah Farouk, 
the Sheik’s infamous manager, admit- 
ted the Arab feared only one oppo- 
nent in his long and dominating 
career. 

“The Sheik was not as a mile given 
to public expressions of fear,” Farouk 
said. ‘He was impossible to intimidate 
and oblivious to pain. But there were 
instances when he wrestled Brazil 
where his eyes would lose their cus- 
tomary glaze. As if he recognized the 
dangerous situation Brazil represented. 
I think the one move Sheik tly 
feared was the cocobutt. It is the one 
move in wrestling he had no defense 
for.” 

It might be difficult to get inside Bra- 
zil’s head, but it’s easy to get him to 
talk about it. 

(Continued on page 62) 


PREMIUM 
BACK ISSUES 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 
stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 
order today. 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 
This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 
includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 

T.V. SPORTS ONLY 

BOX 48 $3.00 EACH 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

Please send me the back issues I’ve checked, | enclose $________ as payment in full, 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Name 

Address Apt. 
City 

State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for 
every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery | 
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“T always had a hard head; my op- 
ponents could punch all day long and 
I wouldn't feel a thing,” he said. “But it 
wasn't till I saw an old-timer named 
Jimmy Mitchell—he wrestled under 
the name Black Panther—use his head 
for offense that I realized I had some- 
thing special. 

“What people don’t realize is that 
the cocobutt requires the same pre- 
cise timing as any other wrestling ma- 
neuver,” Brazil continued. ‘There is so 
much movement in the ring that if you 
don’t time the cocobutt perfectly, you 
could wind up breaking your nose.” 

e 


Brazil is truly blessed. Thirty-nine 
years of headbanging have not crip- 
pled him with scrambled cerebellum, 
unlike many retired boxers his age. 
His mind is intact, and so are his mem- 
ories. We play word association, and 
Brazil, sorry to report, is as diplomatic 
as ever: 

Vince McMahon Sr.: “A smart man 
who gave me wonderful opportunities 
in New York.” 

Vince McMahon Jr.: “An innovator, 
he put wrestling back on the map.” 

Pampero Firpo: “One tough hom- 
bre, could always expect a tough 
battle.” 

The current state of pro wrestling: “I 
never watch it much; I prefer Matlock 
and Spencer For Hire.” 
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Bobo Brazil 


(Continued from page 61) 


Above: Brazil manhandles Greg Valentine during a 
1983 bout in St. Louis; Greg’s father, Johnny, 
feuded with Brazil in the 1960s. Below: It's 1990 
and a spry-looking 61-year-old Brazil dominates 
Igor Zabkaft in Detroit. 


~ ¥ 
beet 


How a young Bobo Brazil would fare 
against today’s stars: “You have a tal- 
ented bunch of guys wrestling today. I 
think I could crack the top 10.” 


His current ring career: “I just wres- 
tle now when I need cigars.” 
Hulk Hogan: “A big man, a strong 
man.” 
You get the picture. Controversy, 
thy name is not Bobo Brazil. 
@ 


1950... 1960... 1970... 1980... 
1990 ... ???? 

The comparison is inevitable and 
quite justified. The career of Hall of 
Fame pitcher Satchel Paige, like 
Bobo’s, spanned five decades. Paige 
attributed his longevity to, among oth- 
er things, an avoidance of fried foods 
and the philosophy “never look back, 
something might be gaining on you.” 

Does Brazil own a similar list of ca- 
reer-prolonging do’s and dont’s? 

“T like to fish,” he says. “I never 
squandered my money. Too many 
young wrestlers waste their hard- 
eamed money. Having that security 
gave me peace of mind. And peace of 
mind lets you stay healthy through the 
years. Peace of mind keeps you in the 
ring for the long haul.” 

@ 


Goldfish swallowing ... hula hoops 
... fie-dye ... bouffant hairdos ... pet 
rocks ... EST ... radical chic ... 
yuppies ... 

Bobo Brazil can list 40 years of fads. 
Wrestling fans everywhere know he 
isn’t one of them. Oo 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 90’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


u!'m interested in the career of The 

a Grand Wizard, the notorious man- 
ager of the WWF. When did he die? 
What champions did he manage?—Ken 
Hamburg, Los Angeles 
A: The Grand Wizard was one of the 

m most successful and colorful man- 
agers in the history of wrestling. He died 
in 1983 after a short illness, In the WWF, 
he managed Stan Stasiak to an upset vic- 
tory over Pedro Morales for the WWF 
World title on December 1, 1973, in Phila- 
delphia. Stasiak’'s title reign lasted only 
nine days before he was defeated by 
Bruno Sammartino. Superstar Graham was 
the next World champion for the Wizard, 
as the blond nilebreaker upset Sammar- 
tino for the title on April 30, 1977, in Balti- 
more, The Wizard also led Ken Patera to 
the Intercontinental championship as the 
former Olympian defeated Pat Patterson 
on April 21, 1980, in New York. The last 
WWF champion in the Wizard’s stable 
was Don Muraco, who won the I-C belt 
from Pedro Morales on June 20, 198], in 
Philadelphia. The Wizard had somewhat 
of a split personality, and was known as 
Abdullah Farouk when managing The 
Sheik in other parts of the country. The 
Arabian madman held the U.S. title for 
many years while wrestling in the Detroit 
and Toronto areas. 

ml've got a question about the 

aNWA TV title belt. There are 
some symbols on the strap of the belt that 
look kind of familiar, but I can’t quite 
place them, Can you tell me what they 
are?—Tifton Chenier, Boston 
A: The symbols you describe are the 

minsignia of the three major 
television networks. The logos of CBS, 
ABC, and NBC are inscribed on the strap 
portion of the belt. 

u What is the history of the AWA 

aTV title? Has the belt been sus- 
pended, or does Greg Gagne still hold it? 
Also, how did Candi Devine become the 
AWA World women’s champion without 
defeating Wendi Richter, the previous 
champion, to win it?—Peg Olmen, Green 
Haven, MD 
A: The AWA TV title was formed in 

= 1987. At that time, then-AWA Pres- 
ident Stanley Blackbum entered all the 
wrestlers in the federation in a multiweek 
tournament for the new title. In the final 


match of the toumey on December 27, 
1987, Greg Gagne defeated Adrian Ado- 
nis by countout. Gagne held the belt until 
September 17, 1988, when Ron Garvin up- 
set him by pinfall in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Tapes of that match, however, showed 
that Garvin may have used a foreign ob- 
ject to kayo Gagne, so the belt was then 
held up, A rematch between Garvin and 
Gagne was ordered and, on December 
13, 1988, in Chicago, Gagne defeated 
Garvin by countout to regain the title. The 
belt was suspended by the AWA after 
Gagne’s retirement last November. De- 
vine won the AWA World women's 
championship as the result of a one-match 
“toumament” on December 6, 1989, in 
Toronto. Richter, the previous champion, 
informed the AWA that she could no 
longer defend the title due to personal 
reasons. AWA President Joe Blanchard 
ordered a match between the top two 
contenders, Devine and Judy Martin, and 
Devine won the match by pinfall. 
u Why was the US. tag team title 
mthat was recently won by Brian 
and Tom Zenk suspended by the 
NWA in the first place?—Ron Abernathy, 
Corpus Christi, TX 
A: The last men to hold the title were 
aEddie Gilbert and Rick Steiner, 
who defeated Kevin Sullivan and Steve 
Williams for the belts on February 28, 
1989, in Columbia, South Carolina. About 
one month after they won the belts, Gil- 
bert suffered a rib injury that took him out 
of action for several weeks. Meanwhile, 
Rick Steiner started teaming with his 
brother, Scott, on a regular basis, Steiner 
and Gilbert could not defend the US. 
belts within a 30-day period, and the 
NWA decided to drop the title rather 
than conduct a tournament at that time. 
a! know all about Precious, Jim 
m Garvin’s wife and valet, but I un- 
derstand there was an “original” Precious 
before her. Who was this woman?—Regi- 
na Taylor, Severn, MD 
A: about the same time that Gar- 
mvin became “Gorgeous” in 1983, 
he introduced a valet named Precious. 
Later, Garvin added a second valet 
named Sunshine, but intemal squabbling 
broke up that arrangement very quickly. 
The latest Precious, originally named Sun- 
shine II, made her debut in 1985. Oo 


OWN A PIECE OF 


In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling featured a bonus FULL- 
COLOR “Year In Pictures” section! All 
the feuds, title changes, controversies, 
and drama of 1989 are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peakaction 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can capture them! 
Copies of this collectors’ issue are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 


Make check or money order payable 
and send to: 
Only $5 Each; 


| TV SPORTS 
| BOX 48 | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 ' 
| Please rush me ——-—-—-— issues of! 
I the March 1990 Sports Review Wres- 
| tling. | enclose $5 for each one | am | 
| Ordering. 


State Zip 


Payee oe 
A 


All other countries $7. International money order only. | 
| Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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RATINGS 


For period ended February 16, 1990 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
wor-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


6—JERRY LAWLER 
USWA champion 
7—MR. SAITO 
AWA World champion 
8—KERRY VON ERICH 
USWA Texas champion 
9—DUSTY RHODES 


1—RIC FLAIR 

NWA World champion 
2—HULK HOGAN 

WWF World champion 
3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

WWF Intercontinental champ 
4—LEX LUGER 

U.S. heavyweight champion 
5—ARN ANDERSON 

NWA TV champion 


10—CURTIS THOMPSON 
PNW champion 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 

1—LEX LUGER 6—BRIAN PILLMAN 

268, Chicago, IL 226, Cincinnati, OH 
2—ARN ANDERSON 7—NORMAN THE LUNATIC 

249, Minneapolis, MN 380, Saginaw, MI 
3—BUZZ SAWYER 8—THE SAMOAN SAVAGE 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 273, Samoa 
4—KEVIN SULLIVAN 9—DOUG FURNAS 

252, Boston, MA 265, Commerce, OK 


5—MIKE ROTUNDO 10—MIL MASCARAS 
245, Syracuse, NY 245, Mexico City, Mexico 
WWF 


World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 6—RODDY PIPER 

280, Queens, NY 231, Glasgow, Scotland 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 7—RICK MARTEL 

245, Sarasota, FL 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
3—CURT HENNIG 8—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 

235, Minneapolis, MN 273, San Francisco, CA 
4—DUSTY RHODES 9—TED DiBIASE 

302, Austin, TX 247, Omaha, NE 


5—JAKE ROBERTS 10—BAD NEWS BROWN 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 280, New York, NY 


AWA 
World Champion: MR. SAITO 247, Tokyo, Japan 

1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 6—KOKINA MAXIMUS 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 340, Samoa 
2—NIKITA KOLOFF 7—BIG VAN VADER 

275, Moscow, Russia 375, Denver, CO 
3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 8—PAUL DIAMOND 

310, Parris Island, SC 230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 
4—THE TROOPER 9—TOMMY JAMMER 

243, Charlotte, NC 265, St. Joseph, MO 


5—JOHN NORD 10—THE RUSSIAN BRUTE 
316, Bozeman, MT 330, Moscow, Russia 
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TAG TEAMS 


1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
NWA World tag team champions 


2—ANDRE THE GIANT & HAKU 

WWF World tag team champions 
3—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 
4—DEMOLITION 

No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
5—BRIAN PILLMAN & TOM ZENK 

U.S. tag team champions 
6—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 

No. 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 
7—THE SKYSCRAPERS 

No. 3 contenders: NWA tag team title 


8—THE HART FOUNDATION 
No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 


No. 4 contender: WWF title) 9_ pry KING & STEVE DOLL 


USWA tag team champions 


10—MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 


AWA World tag team champions 


USWA/CWA 
USWA Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 

1—KERRY VON ERICH 6—DUTCH MANTEL 

260, Denton, TX 224, Oil Trough, TX 
2—BILL DUNDEE 7—KING COBRA 

214, Melbourne, Australia 240, Memphis, TN 
3—JUNKYARD DOG 8—GARY YOUNG 

305, Charlotte, NC 240, Houston, TX 
4—JEFF JARRETT 9—STEVE AUSTIN 

200, Hendersonville, TN 240, Dallas, TX 


5—BILLY TRAVIS 10—JIMMY VALIANT 
218, Houston, TX 251, New York, NY 


PNW 
PNW Champion: CURTIS THOMPSON 245, Charlotte, NC 


6—RICKY SANTANA 

235, Orlando, FL 
7—JOHNATHAN HOLLIDAY 

232, Cape Cod, MA 
8—JEFF WARNER 

267, Philadelphia, PA 
9—BRYAN ADAMS 

310, Honolulu, HI 
10—BILL FRANCIS 

300, Dallas, OR 


ICcw 
ICW Champion: TONY ATLAS 247, Roanoke, VA 

1—BOB ORTON 6—TOM BRANDI 

245, Kansas City, KS 231, Philadelphia, PA 
2—VIC STEAMBOAT 7—ROCHESTER ROADBLOCK 

235, Honolulu, Hl 392, Rochester, NY 
3—PHIL APOLLO 8—MR. POGO 

220, Dallas, TX 310, Tokyo, Japan 
4—ERIC SBRACCHIA 9—SONNY BLAZE 

240, Boston, MA 230, New York, NY 


5—TOM PRICHARD 10—RAY ODYSSEY 
220, Houston, TX 205, Palm Beach, FL 


1—AL MADRIL 

231, Los Angeles, CA 
2—SCOTTY THE BODY 

235, Short Hills, NJ 
3—RIP OLIVER 

245, Tampa, FL 
4—ART BARR 

230, Portland, OR 
5—THE GRAPPLER 

280, parts unknown 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—BIG BOSSMAN 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular _—_Last issue: unrated 
2—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 7—NORMAN THE LUNATIC 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular _—_Last issue: unrated 
3—DUSTY RHODES 8—RODDY PIPER 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
4—LEX LUGER 9—KERRY VON ERICH 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated Last issue: unrated 
5—RICK STEINER 10—BRIAN PILLMAN 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


LPWA: LPWA champion—Susan Sexton; 1—Madusa Miceli: 
2—Terrorist Sheba; 3—Black Venus; 4—Misty Blue Simmes; 5— 
Big Mo; 6—The Goddess; 7—Bad Girl; 8—Magnificent Mimi; 9— 
Heidi Lee Morgan; 10—Lelani Kai. 


PWA: PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Ricky Rice; 2— 
Ken Patera; 3—Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie; 4—Derrick Dukes; 5— 
Soldat Ustinov; 6—Jeff Warner; 7—Johnny Love; 8—Doug 
Somers; 9—Matt Derringer; 10—Jerry Lynn. 


PWF: PWF champion—Steve Keirn; 1—Ron Slinker: 2—Ty- 
ree Pride; 3—Buddy Landell; 4—Bugsy McGraw; 5—Brickhouse 
Brown; 6—Jumbo Beretta; 7—The Terminator; 8—Lou Perez; 
9—Jim Backlund; 10—Bounty Hunter |. 


SCW: scw champion—Joel Deaton; 1—Terry Gordy; 2— 
Brad Armstrong; 3—Ted Allen; 4—Billy Starr; 5—Randy Rose; 
6—Kareem Muhammad; 7—Jimmy Powell; 8—Dino Minelli; 9— 
Big Red; 10—Moondog Spot. 


WW: wwe champion—TNT; 1—Leo Burke; 2—Manny Fer- 
nandez; 3—Harley Race; 4—Carlos Colon; 5—Invader |; 6— 
Samoan Sika; 7—Miguel Perez Jr.; 8—Abdullah the Butcher; 9— 
Jimmy Valiant; 10—Gary Albright. 


1—RIC FLAIR 
Last issue: 
Popular 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


3—CURT HENNIG 


6—TED DiBIASE 
Last issue: unrated 

7—BUZZ SAWYER 
Last issue: unrated 

8—DINO BRAVO 
Last issue: unrated 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 9—LANNY POFFO 
4—JERRY LAWLER Last issue: unrated 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 49_JOHNATHAN HOLLIDAY 
5—ARN ANDERSON Last issue: unrated 
Last issue: unrated 


No. 2 Most 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
So on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 

1—RIC FLAIR Sanvads busch dansinaayuecivunsvuchsuncsususaucc@ points 
4—RANDY SAVAGE sodhesuassddacatisdesavevecasesedocsel points 


5—ULTIMATE WARRIOR uisscsssssssssssssssssseeee 20 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—DEMOLITION..sessssesssssssssensessssnnseerneenees 44. points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS....ssssssesssssssseeseene43. points 
3—RICK & SCOTT STEINER ..ssssssessssseseneee 19 points 
4—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE...sssessssen17 points 
5—SAMOAN SWATSITULLY & ARN ...sssssss16 points 


ANALYSIS 


Lots of changes! Plenty of changes in 
our ratings system since last issue. A 
rundown: 

@The ratings for the USWA and the 
CWA have been combined into one cate- 
gory: “USWA/CWA.” This comes about 
as a direct result of the recent merger 
between the two organizations. A few 
automatic rating positions: The USWA 
champion will hold the top spot, followed 
by the USWA Texas champion, then the 
CWA champion. 

®Filling the vacancy left by the merg- 
ing of two federations, ratings for the Pa- 
cific Northwest move from the agate area 
to the main ratings area. 

®The ratings for the Stampede area 
have been indefinitely suspended due to 
the fact that the Canadian promotion has 
itself suspended operations until further 
notice. 


e@Because of the vacancy left by the 
suspension of Stampede ratings, top 10 
rankings for the ICW graduate from the 
agate to the main ratings area. There are 
no automatic rankings other than the ICW 
champion receiving top billing. 

@We have removed ACW and CWA 
rankings from our agate ratings section 
(the area below the “Cumulative Ratings”) 
due to promotional inactivity. 

@ New to the agate category are top 10 
rankings for the PWA (Pro Wrestling 
America), SCW (Southem Championship 
Wrestling), and LPWA (Ladies Pro Wres- 
tling Association) areas. 


What do you think? Are these changes 
good or bad? Let us know. The address: 
“Ratings Analysis” c/o Wrestling 90, Box 
48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571.0 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Successful surgery was performed on Sting when Dr. James 
Andrews, a surgeon in Birmingham, Alabama, operated on the 
pOpular star's left knee on February 13. Andrews announced that 
Sting may be able to return to the ring by mid-August. It had 
been feared that Sting's ruptured left patella (kneecap) might 
end his career permanently. 

Sting's Knee was first injured during a skirmish on February 6 
at Clash of thie Champions X in Corpus Christi, Texas. Sting hurt 
the knee while trying to climb the cage during a match pitting 
Ric Flair and Arn and Ole Anderson against The Dragon Master, The 
Great Muta, and Buzz Sawyer. Sting was jumped by Flair following 
the nationally televised match and, according to the NWA, was 
attacked again by The Four Horsemen in a parking some time 
afterward. 

Sting was originally scheduled to team with fellow Horsemen 
Flair and Ara Anderson for the cage match, but earlier on the 
card the Horsemen dropped Sting from the organiztion because he 
nad accepted an NWA World title match against Flair on February 
25 at Wrestle War '90 in Greensboro, North Carolina. When Sting 
refused to give up the match, he was attacked by the other three 
Horsemen ana left laying in the ring. 

During the main event, Sting ran toward the cage and tried to 
attacx Flair, but he was pullecé down from the steel cage by 
several wrestlers. It was when he tried to climb the cage a 
second time that he noticed pain in his left knee, and the injury 
was worsened by the two later attacks. 


Mr. Saito won the AWA World title from Larry Zbyszko on February 
10 in Tokyo, Japan. The bout was a featured match on the first- 
ever joint All-Japan/New Japan promotion at the Tokyo Dome. More 
than 63,900 fans watched as the 25-year veteran outlasted the 
self-proclaimed ''Living Legend'' to win one of the sport's 
biggest prizes. 

At the start of the match, Zbyszko tried to kick and punch his 
way to victory over the crafy Japanese star, but Saito, a two- 
time former WWF World tag team champion (with Mr. Fuji), refused 
co let the bout disintegrate into a brawl. He confused Zbyszko 
for several minutes with scientific manuevers. Saito captured the 
pinfall after catching Zbyszko with a reverse neckbreaker, which 
he then rolled into a pin. The victory came at the 14:29 mark. 


Mark Tendler is dead at 55. The former wrestler, promoter, and 
wrestling instructor died after being shot in the head while 
Sitting in his car outside the bar he owned in Wading River, New 
York, on Long Island. Tendler is perhaps best known for forming 
Wrestling Stars International,an independent promotion that 
presented cards on the Hast Coast and in Italy. 


66 / Wrestling 90 


ILLUST 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED’S LORDS 
OF THE RING 
The first wrestling 
videotape ever is a 
power-packed hour of 
action and excitement. 
Highlights include: 
Kerry Von Erich’s NWA 
World title victory over 
Ric Flair, the Roddy Piper-Greg Valentine 
Starrcade ‘83 dog collar match, Road Warriors 
vs. Fabulous Ones, comedian Andy Kaufman 
taking on Jerry Lawler, and George 
Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV hit “Willie 
And The Hand Jive!” Recorded in stereo! 

List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


ARPA HISE WOMEN'S FOC WRETING 


sound! 


epi 


RIOT OF THE RISING 
SUN 
Direct from Japan to 
you! The exciting 
companion volume to 
Slant-Eyed Slaughter is 
another 70 minutes of 
top-quality action. 
Included: Yukari 
Omori & Jumbo Hori 
vs. The Jumping Bomb Angels, Masked You & 
Dump Matsumoto vs. The Crush Girls, Jaguar 
Yokota vs. Las Galactia, Jaguar Yokota vs. 
Devil Masami. An absolute must for U.S. fans 
who have never experienced the thrills of 
Japanese wrestling. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price; $29.95 


much more! 


NWA World champion Ric Flair vs. Nikita 
Koloff, The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev, Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully 
Blanchard in a cage, Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala, 
and many others! Recorded in full stereo 


List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


match, Kevin Von Erich vs. Terry Gordy, David 
Von Erich vs. Harley Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World title victory over Ric Flair, Mike 
Von Erich’s 1983 pro debut, rare footage of 
Chris Von Erich, six-man action, plus much, 


List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


RATE 


PRO WRESTLING SLANT-EYED 
ILLUSTRATED'S SLAUGHTER 
RINGMASTERS Nearly 70 minutes 01 


A full hour of action 
from the 1985's 
memorable Great 
American Bash in 
Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Match 
highlights include: 


the best action Japan 
has to offer. Japanes2 
women wrestlers are 
among the most agile 
athletes in the world, 
and you won't believe 
the high-flying action 
you'll see! Included: Wendi Richter & Devil 
Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Okumura, Nancy 
Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama, Monster Ripper & 
Devil Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara, Jaguar Yokota vs. Tarantula, 
Lioness Asuka vs. Chigusa Nagoyo, 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


THE VON ERICHS: VON ERICH FAN 
FRONT ROW TAY , BONUS! 
RINGSIDE VON ERICHS he Vor Erichs: A 


Texas’ “First Family of 
Professional Wrestling” 
is fully profiled on this 
magnificent 70-minute 
collectors’ video. 
Included: Fritz Von 
Erich’s 1982 retirement 


Family Albumis a 
magnificent 128-page 
8¥2x11 hardcover 
volume packed with 
rare photos and inside 
information. Over 100 
black and white photos 
(many from personal Von Erich family 
scrapbooks and never before seen!) and 32 
pages of full-color tell the Von Erich family 
story in stunning detail. It’s a book you'll be 
proud to display on your bookshelf for many 
years to come. 

PWI Library price: $13.95 


poco ---- ------ -- -- - ----------- 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


NAME 


AvDRESS 


CITY 


STATE —_—. ZIP 


For all orders except U.S., you must add $3.00 for each tape ordered and $4.00 for 
each book. Sorry, no air mail orders accepted. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Foreign customers: Please make sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


DESCRIPTION QUANTITY = PRICE =—- TOTAL 
Lords Of The Ring C) (VHS) (Beta) = $39.95 

Ringmasters [| (VHS) ") (Beta) $39.95 

Slant-Eyed Slaughter (VHS) YS —— 
Riot Of The Rising Sun (VHS) $29.95 

Von Erichs: Front Row Ringside (VHS) $29.95 

Von Erichs: A Family Album (book) $13.95 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 PER ITEM) 
TOTAL ENCLOSED 


(Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


f 


(MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: ___/__ 
MONR 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


PWI SKYFLYER 


ITER 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 


MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 


SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


rn festlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensignal look 
and feel, Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘‘Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3%4 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


PWi BUTTON 


BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2&LUXE PACKAGE 
eee ee ee eee Pe ee a een) eee ke > ee 
Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 
Box 48 


Ee 
: PWIT-SHIRT $7. 
(specify size: s,m,1,xl) 


SHIRT SIZE (1 Small (Medium 
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Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


APT 


STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 46 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
OiLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


